N EWS LETTER catholic Parish of St Swithun Wells

www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registered Charity No. 1199568

Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
15th JUNE 2025: THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

God and the Mathematics

When | studied electronics engineering in Padua, there was a mathematics professor, who was nick-
named ‘Chainsaw’. He was called that because of his aptitude for exams: that of sawing off students,
that is, failing them. | don't know how passionate he was about mathematics, the thing that was most
apparent about him was his severity in exams.

However, when | went to study at the Lateran University, during my seminary years in Rome, there
was a professor called Piero Coda. He was short in stature, had a funny face and looked like a little
doll, but when he spoke he was of such grace and depth that it was a pleasure to listen to him. During
his lectures, his outward appearance faded into the background and the profound words he spoke to
us remained. He was our Trinitarian professor, a theology subject that deals with studying God as One
and Triune, so not exactly a straightforward subject.

Yet he made us love it, making us love God. His way of teaching was really beautiful: he did not teach
a subject, but communicated his passion for the Trinity, Father Son and Holy Spirit, and many times
his lectures became a real prayer.

Among the many things he told us during his course, one that | remember is that even among
Muslims, although they do not believe in the Trinity, there are mystical people who have a deep
relationship with God, and with them he had a very beautiful and lively dialogue. Professor Coda, in
fact, in addition to teaching about the Trinity was also in charge of interreligious dialogue, so he often
had meetings with people of other religions around the world.

Basically, his way of life, praying, teaching at the university and meeting people from all over the
world, became one in his person. One could see that his way of life was deeply united with God, One
and Triune. So although he did many things, in the end he always did the same thing: he followed and
worshipped God in all his actions.

You may ask, what does mathematics have to do with the Trinity? Apparently nothing, but in
Professor Coda's perspective, everything becomes worshiping God, so even learning mathematics, or
teaching it is an opportunity to love God. My professor at the University of Engineering, ‘Chainsaw’,
was probably not much of this idea, but it would certainly have been interesting to do mathematics
with this perspective. | challenge readers to live all they have to do with this desire, to serve and love
God in all things. This is the unity that is lived in the Trinity, this is the unity that we are called to live in
everything we do; in this way whatever we do will become a prayer to the Father, to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, Amen!

Fr Mario

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’'s GEM is “God Is Not Solitary” by Pope Leo.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
18th June 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%2Ffinancesdonations&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%7C9793ba7fbf444f955f3d08dc112d28f7%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638404132

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 15th June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper

&

PSALM RESPONSE: O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME THROUGH ALL THE EARTH!
1st reading Proverbs 8:22-31 Psalm 8 2" reading Romans 5:1-5 Gospel John 16:12-15

Sunday 22nd June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper
PSALM RESPONSE: YOU ARE A PRIEST FOR EVER, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.
1t reading Genesis 14:18-20 Psalm 110 (109) 2d reading Corinthians 11:23-26 Gospel Luke 9:11b-17

MESSAGES

Father’s Day - This Sunday we celebrate Father’s Day,
let us remember and be thankful for their presence and
dedication in our lives. May St Joseph pray for them.

First Holy Communion - Sunday 22nd June
9am at St Edward’s, 2am at St Andrew’s & 11am at
Holy Cross. Please keep the children in your prayers.

Second Collection This Weekend

Day for Life: Sunday 15th June

On this date Catholics across England and Wales will
mark Day for Life, an annual occasion dedicated to
cherishing and protecting human life from conception
to natural death. The 2025 Day for Life comes at a
crucial time as the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill,
commonly known as the Assisted Dying Bill, is

making its way through Parliament.

Stop assisted suicide - sign the local petition!

Only 28 MPs need to change their minds to defeat the
Leadbeater Assisted Suicide Bill on Friday 20th June -
several already have. Sign the petition to your local MP
to stop the Billl www.righttolife.org.uk/petitions - it
takes just 30 seconds!

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Housekeeper
Part-time - 5.25 hours per week ideally Tuesday &
Friday mornings with flexibility to suit, which can be
negotiated at interview.

Salary £3,333.33 per annum (£12.21 per hour).

To be working at the Parish House, Holy Cross Church,
Eastleigh and reporting to the Parish Priest.

Role purpose: To provide domestic and catering
services to the priests. No formal qualifications are
required but general housekeeping experience and
ability to prepare and cook food hygienically.

The postholder is expected to be:

. reliable, flexible & have a professional approach;
show tact and discretion;

respect confidentiality in the Presbytery;

be motivated, able to work on own initiative;
high integrity with good communication skills;
sympathetic to the ministry and mission of the
Catholic Church.

A full job description can be found on our parish
website. Please send a CV and covering letter outlining
your relevant experience and reasons for applying for
the role to HR at:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 25t June
2025 at 5pm. Early applications are advised, as we may
close this advertisement before the closing date stated.

Parish Office Opening Times - Please note the Parish
Office will close at 2.30pm on Wednesday 18th June.

i
Tom Doherty RIP - the 11am Mass at Holy Cross

this Sunday (15th June) will be offered for Tom
Doherty. His family would like to invite parishioners
into the Resource Centre afterwards for tea and cake.

Knitting Club - Third Tuesday of the month, from
2pm-4pm in the Holy Cross Resource Centre. [f you
would like to join us for a knit and cup of tea please
come along, all levels of knitting ability welcome!
Next Meeting: Tuesday 17th June

Parish Get2Gether Walk and Picnic

Saturday 14th June, 10.30am-4pm

An event outdoors for all of the parish, especially
families. We will start at 10.30am in Our Lady Queen
of Apostles Church in Bishop’s Waltham (Martin
Street, SO32 1DN). You can leave your car in the
church car park. 11am: We start a 1 hour circular walk
12.30pm: Picnic in the field next to OLQA church,
please bring your own food/beverage/plates/blanket.
3pm: Music and games for everyone.

4pm: End (free Ice Cream for everyone).

Book your place on our parish website and click the
link: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/

OLQA Summer Party - Sat 28th June, 2pm-4.30pm
Strawberries & Cream, Scones and Jam.

Tickets £5, under 10s free. Teas, coffees and prosecco
available. All are welcome!

OLQA Missio boxes - Please bring any red mission
boxes into church for the half yearly callup, if you so
wish. Thank you, Marie Kemp.

Parish Lunch in the Wheatsheaf, Braishfield, at
12.30pm on Wednesday 2 July. Look at Main,
Lunch, and Kids' Menus on their website or on our
church notice boards. Please let Rosemary (01794
522411) know your choice of meal by Monday 23rd
June as we have to pre-order. All are welcome.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or
know more about the Catholic faith) please email

Dcn Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
alternatively please speak to a priest.

Communion for the Sick & Housebound - if you, or
anyone you know requires Communion at home please
contact the parish office in Eastleigh and we will pass
your request onto the relevant coordinator at each of
our six churches.



http://www.righttolife.org.uk/petitions
mailto:recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Upcoming Parish Festival (1st - 6th July)
Programme Summary - a leaflet is now available to
download from our parish website.

Tuesday 1st July at St Edward’s: 6pm Mass for
Vocations, 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration with prayers
for Vocations & Confessions.

Wednesday 2nd July at Holy Cross Church: 7pm
Music from the World, performed by Ming Wilson,
pianist, with the presence of some of our church choirs.
Friday 4th July at St Edward’s: 7pm - Cheese and
wine, 7.30pm - Presentation of the exhibition

“You Matter: The life of Cicely Saunders, the pioneering
British woman who founded modern palliative care”.
Saturday 5th July at St Swithun Wells School:

11am - School fayre;

11.30am to 2pm - football tournament for school years
3-11 and sixth form;

3pm to 5pm - football tournament for adults.

£5 for tournament (no charge for second or subsequent
children), £1 for anyone else to enter the fayre where
the tournament is taking place.

Bookings now open on the parish website!

Sunday 6th July, field behind Fleming Park Leisure
Centre

1pm - Parish Party At The Park with lunch, £6pp (£1 for
children 10 years and under);

1pm to 2.15pm facepainting;

2.15pm - magic show with balloon modelling;

3.30pm - talk by Emmanuel Chituh who is going to
become a Deacon;

4pm - live music from The Basement (band with Fr
Pietro, Fr Luca and friends).

Bookings now open on the parish website!

Evangelisation Day at St Peter’s Church,
Winchester on Saturday 21st June, 10am - 4pm at
St Peter’s Church, Winchester SO23 8RY

The day offers practical help and encouragement on
ways to witness and share our faith with others and be
equipped for the task of evangelisation. To register for
the day, visit https://bit.ly/EvangelisationDay. Please
bring a packed lunch.

Message from Sarah - Dear Parishioners, | just wanted
to let you know that my last working day will be
Wednesday 25th June. It has been a privilege working
alongside all of our amazing volunteers and personally
getting to know so many of you over the years. | will
miss you all greatly. Best wishes, Sarah

Sarah Goodfellow, our Parish Secretary will be leaving
us on Wednesday 25th June. Sarah has worked for the
Parish for over 7 years and will be sadly missed by many
people. We would like to present Sarah with a gift. If
you wish to contribute to this please give your donation
in an envelope marked Sarah’s Leaving Gift and hand it
in to the office or alternatively pay it by bank transfer
into the Parish Main Account - Ref: Sarah'’s Gift.
Account name: CDP ST SWITHUN WELLS,

Sort code: 30-93-04, A/c No: 01786599

Message from Fr Pietro

Dear Parishioners, recently we started a band with
some of our Grail Seeker children and other adults. We
are at the very beginning, so we lack a lot of

materials. Here is what we need:

i
A pair of active loudspeakers (12" or 15" cone);
Monitor speakers; Microphones with XLR 3 pin; XLR
and jack cables; Drum set; A keyboard; Multi-core stage
box; Stands for microphones...

If you have any other audio material, that would also be
usefull If you can help please send an email to:
ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Thank you for your help. Fr Pietro & Friends

Important reminder about candles

Please only use the church provided tea lights. They
conform to fire regulations and health and safety
standards. Do not bring and use ones from home as
they may combust or burn for too long. Thank you.

K SCHOOL NOTICES

St Swithun Wells Catholic Primary School
Congratulations to the pupils and staff at

St Swithun Wells Catholic Primary School as they
have become the first school in the Diocese of
Portsmouth to achieve the CAFOD LiveSimply award
confirming that they are living simply, sustainably
and in solidarity with communities around the world
experiencing poverty.

Year 3 Teacher required for a September start
For more information and how to apply please go to
the school website:
https://www.st-swithunwells.org.uk/Vacancies/

The closing date is Thursday 19th June.

St George Catholic College - Free School
Transport for Pupils

StGCC Leaders want to ensure that financial
concerns don't prevent families from choosing a
Catholic secondary education. Do you know a child
considering St George Catholic College for Year 77
Pupils who live between 2 and 15 miles from the
school may be eligible for free transport if they
receive Free School Meals or come from a
low-income household. To learn more, visit
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/free-
school-transport-explained-eligible-free-travel/

.........................................................................................................................................

§At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

{14th June:  Parish Get2Gether Walk
:28th June:  OLQA Summer Party

i 1st-6th July: Parish Festival

:2nd July: Parish Lunch

LT T T T T T T T T T T T T T P T P P PP PP P PP PP PP P PP TP PPPPRTPPPPPIPH

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)
Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)

Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass) ~ Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew




MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross Antonio Cicu RIP FM
14th June 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells
6.00pm ] OLQA Holy Souls
6.00pm | St Joseph John Walsh RIP
6.30pm | St Edward Tom, Rose & Paul Murray RIP
Sunday 15th | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward Denis McCormack RIP
9.00am | St Andrew
The Most 9.30am |OLQA People of the Parish
Holy Trinity | 11.00am |Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Tom Doherty RIP
11.00am | St Joseph Rob Warley RIP
5.30pm | Holy Cross
Monday 16th | 9.30am | Holy Cross Charles & Martha Barrett FM
June
Tues 17th 10.00am | St Andrew
June 6.00pm | St Edward
Wed 18th 9.30am | Holy Cross Holy Souls
June 10.00am | St Edward
Thurs 19th 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
June 12 Noon | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph
Friday 20th 10.00am | St Joseph Brian Spincer RIP
June 10.00am | St Edward Yee Ah Fuat, Estefania, Joel & Arbenia RIP
12 Noon | OLQA
Sat 21st June | 9.30am | Holy Cross Jack & Chris Molloy FM
Morning 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells
Mass: 6.00pm JOLQA
St Aloysius 6.00pm | St Joseph
Gonzaga 6.30pm | St Edward Mary Holder RIP
Sunday 22nd | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM
9.00am | St Andrew
Corpus 9.30am | OLQA
Christi 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Molly & George Quigley RIP
11.00am | St Joseph
5.30pm | Holy Cross People of the Parish

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles

Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Friday: 9.30-5.30pm
Wed: 9.30-2.30pm

Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji

Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




