
NEWSLETTER Catholic Parish of St Swithun Wells  
 

www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk  
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registered Charity No. 1199568  

         Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ   
2nd November 2025: ALL SAINTS  

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday  
5th November 2025,  please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk  

    

     
‘Broadening Your Horizon ’ by Pope Leo XIV  

If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com  

GEM OF THE WEEK  

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations  

NOVEMBER: A MONTH OF FAITH, MEMORY, AND COMMUNION  
 

As the year draws to its close and autumn deepens into winter, the Church invites us to enter a special time 
of reflection and prayer. November is the month dedicated to the memory of the faithful departed - a time to 
remember those who have gone before us, marked with the sign of faith, and to renew our belief in the   
promise of eternal life. Though death may separate us for a time, our faith assures us that life does not end 
but is transformed. The souls of our loved ones live on in the eternal embrace of God, and one day they too 
shall rise, just as Christ rose from the dead. November, therefore, is not a month of sadness but one of faith 
and hope - hope in a life that never ends.  
 
November is also the month of memory. To remember is a sacred act. It is not only about recalling the past 
but also about allowing the lives and virtues of those who have gone before us to continue bearing fruit in 
the present. Each person we have loved and lost has left behind a legacy - lessons of love, generosity, prayer, 
and perseverance - that remain with us. As the poet Rainer Maria Rilke once said, “A person dies only if they 
are forgotten, if they die in our hearts. ” When we remember them in prayer and gratitude, we keep their 
presence alive in our hearts. Their memory nourishes our faith and strengthens our own journey toward      
holiness.  
 
November is also the month of the saints, those luminous witnesses who show us what it means to live fully in 
Christ. We begin with the Solemnity of All Saints, celebrating that great multitude who have gone before us 
into glory - known and unknown, great and humble alike - who now intercede for us before God. Early in the 
month we also celebrate St. John Henry Newman, a man of profound intellect and deep faith, now            
recognised as a Doctor of the Church. Later, on 16 November, we honour St. Edmund of Abingdon, the    
patron saint of our diocese. His life of learning, compassion, and prayer continues to inspire us today. The 
saints are not distant figures; they are friends and companions on our journey of faith, reminding us that  
sanctity is possible for everyone. Their example teaches us that by following Christ with love and fidelity, we 
too can be transfigured.  
 
November also reminds us of our belonging to the universal Church. This year, the Feast of the Dedication of 
the Lateran Basilica, the cathedral of the Pope as Bishop of Rome, falls on a Sunday - giving us an opportunity 
to celebrate it with special solemnity. The Lateran Basilica is called the “Mother and Head of all Churches, ” 
and its feast reminds us that we are part of something greater. We are living stones, joined together to build 
the dwelling place of God. Our faith, our memory, and our communion with the saints all find their meaning 
in this shared belonging. As T.S. Eliot so wisely wrote, “What life have you if you have not life together? 
There is no life that is not in community. ”  
 
So as we move through this November, may our prayers be filled with gratitude for those who have gone  
before us, confidence in the communion of saints, and renewed faith in the eternal life promised by Christ.  
 

Fr Raffaele  
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Youth Groups (including First Holy  
Communion & Confirmation)  
Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6) Holy 
Cross Saturdays 10.30am to 12 noon; St Edward  
Tuesdays 4pm to 5.30pm; St Andrews Fridays 4.30pm 
to 6pm.  
Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) Sundays 6.30pm 
to 8.30pm in Holy Cross Resource Centre.  
Student Youth  (school year 10 until sixth form)  
Fridays 6.30pm to 8.30pm Holy Cross Resource Centre  
 

Ark of Fellowship  - for people with learning  
disabilities or learning difficulties, their families and 
friends. Thursdays at 6pm - 8pm in Holy Cross        
Resource Centre . Interested in volunteering or know 
some adults who would like to join the group?  
Contact: arkoffellowship.sswp@gmail.com  
 

Communion & Liberation Groups  
School of Community meets weekly at:  
Holy Cross every Wednesday at 8pm  and  
St Edward ’s every Thursday at 8pm.  
For more information please click the link on the 
homepage of our website. All are welcome!  
 

School of Christianity in Bishop's Waltham  - A course 
about the basis of the faith using the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. Every 2nd  and 4th  Friday of each 
month at 6pm in the hall of Our Lady Queen of  
Apostles church . Next date: Friday 14th November . 

Voice of Praise - Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group  
Join us every Thursday evening, 8.15pm - 9.15pm, at 
the Holy Cross Resource Centre  for an hour of lively 
prayer, music, Scripture, and fellowship. Our charism is 
evangelisation: sharing the joy of the Gospel and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Whether you are new or  
experienced in charismatic prayer, all are warmly  
welcome! For info please email: 
voiceofpraise.sswp@gmail.com  
 

Little Saints - St Andrews Church, North Baddesley 
every other Wednesday, 1pm -3pm .  
A community group for families who want to  
educate their children by looking to Jesus Christ as the 
source of all that is true, beautiful, just and good. We 
aim to come together, connect and build lasting  
friendships. Next date: Wednesday 5th November.  
 

Awake My Soul  - A group for young adults (aged 18 -
25) in the parish. We meet every other Wednesday 
from 7pm to 9.30pm in the presbytery of Holy Cross 
(53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh - the house next to the 
church). We start with dinner together, followed by a 
discussion on how our faith relates to our daily lives. 
Next meeting Wednesday 5th November . If you would 
like to participate, please email Fr Matteo:  
mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday 2nd November 2025 YEAR C  -  YEAR 1 -  PSALTER WEEK 3  
PSALM RESPONSE: SUCH ARE THE PEOPLE WHO SEEK YOUR FACE, O LORD  
1st Reading Revelation 7:2 -4, 9 -14  Psalm 24 (23)  2nd Reading 1 John 3:1 -3 Gospel Matthew 5:1 -12a  
Sunday 9th November 2025 YEAR C  -  YEAR 1 -  PSALTER WEEK 4  
PSALM RESPONSE: THE WATERS OF A RIVER GIVE JOY TO GOD ’S CITY, THE HOLY PLACE, THE ABODE OF THE 
MOST HIGH.   
1st Reading Ezekiel 47:1 -2,8 -9,12  Psalm 46 (45)  2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:9c -11,16 -17 Gospel John 2:13 -22  

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS  

PARISH GROUPS  

Solemnity of All Saints  - It will be celebrated at all    
Masses on Sunday 2nd November  and the  Saturday 
vigil Masses on 1st November . Commemoration of All 
Souls  will be on Monday 3rd November  in Holy Cross 
Church at 9.30am.  
 
Blessing of the Graves  - In November each year we 
remember those who have gone before us. One       
tradition is this blessing of the graves in the cemeteries 
of our parish. Details of this year are:  
9th November: OLQA Cemetery 10.30am  
Romsey Cemetery 2pm  Woodley 2.30pm  
Bishopstoke Cemetery 2pm  Fair Oak 2pm  
Eastleigh Cemetery 3pm  Ramalley Cemetery 3pm  
11th November: North Baddesley Cemetery 10.30am  
 

Remembrance Sunday  - 9th November  
Holy Cross - Mass will start at 11.30am , following the 
civil commemoration in the park. There will be the    
annual parade with road closures.  
St Joseph ’s - Mass will start at 11.30am , following the 
civil commemoration in the park.  
Fair Oak Remembrance Day Service will begin at 
11.00am in the Square. As usual the St. Swithun Wells 
Church will be laying a wreath and would ask as many   
parishioners as possible to come along.  
 
Lighting of Candles and Prayers for parishioners who 
have died in the past year  - We will be lighting       
candles and saying prayers for those parishioners on      
Saturday 8th November (Vigil Masses) & Sunday 9th    
November during Mass in all of our churches.  

MESSAGES  
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St Charles Borromeo Feast Day  
Tuesday 4th November is the Memorial of St Charles  
Borromeo, patron of The Fraternity of Frs Raffaele,  
Luca, Mario, Matteo & Pietro.  At the 6pm Mass at St 
Edward  we will pray for all the missionaries of The    
Fraternity.  
 
Pilgrimage to Portugal  (Lisbon and Fatima)  
This will be from Thursday 30th April to Monday 4th 
May 2026. We will visit Lisbon, the birthplace of St  
Anthony, the site of the Apparitions of Our Lady in  
Fatima and Tomar. There will Mass every day and  
procession of candles in Fatima. The price will be £879 
per person on the basis of shared accommodation. (The 
price is valid until 14th November 2025.) Breakfast and 
dinner included. Three -star hotel accommodation for 
two nights in Lisbon and two nights at Fatima.  
A coach will be booked to take pilgrims from Eastleigh 
to Heathrow with return, for an additional cost.  
For more information, visit our website or take a leaflet 
from the Welcome Area or please email  
caroline.bubien@gmail.com  
 
Daughters of Wisdom Heritage Days exhibition  
31st October and 1st November, 10am - 4pm,  
Wisdom Centre Romsey.  Free admission.  
Friends of Wisdom are supporting and helping raise 
funds for the Amber Project.  
There will be a shop, hot and cold beverages, cakes 
and a grand tombola. Cash or Card payments  
accepted. Contact: Wisdom Centre, 01794 830206,  
reception@wisdomhouseromsey.co.uk  
 

 

Parish Get2Gether  - Sunday 2nd November 1pm - 
4pm. Pavilion on the Park , 1 Kingfisher Road , SO50 
9LH - An event for all of the parish, especially families. 
We begin at 1pm, sharing a meal together followed by 
some activities and a discussion. No cost, however we 
kindly ask you to give a donation to cover the hire of 
the Pavilion. Please bring some food, beverages or 
cakes to share with others. Book your place on our 
website.  
 
Good Companions  - Our next gathering is at 12pm 
Friday 14 November in the Cloister at St Edward ’s. 
Why not join us for good company and delicious food? 
Everyone is welcome. Please ring Tony Wilson on 023 
8026 617 to let us know if you are coming so we can 
gauge numbers for catering.  
 
Welcome to Amie O ’Reilly , our new parish secretary. 
Amie lives in Eastleigh and loves to read, play video 
games and watch films.  
 
Romsey parking  - Please can all parishioners note that 
parking on the drive is not permitted. All cars should 
be parked in in Marie Louise House car park or the local 
car parking areas in the town.  
 

St John Henry Newman  - Pope Leo XIV will officially 
proclaim Saint John Henry Newman, the most recently 
canonised saint from England and Wales, the 38th  
Doctor of the Church during Mass on Saturday 1st    
November.  
 
Second Collection This Weekend 2nd November 
Bamenda Sunday  - Fifty years ago, Bishop Worlock 
and Bishop Verdzekov, of the then newly established 
Diocese of Bamenda,  initiated the twinning as a     
practical demonstration of St Pope Paul VI ’s Vatican II 
document “Gaudium et Spes ”.  
The second collection this weekend is the main source 
of annual income for the various joint projects our 
Bamenda Funds will support.  Please be as generous as 
you can in these very challenging times.  ANY  
contribution of ANY size is most welcome and can 
make a real difference.   Donations can be made        
securely online at: https://portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/
bamenda/donate  or you can use a yellow envelope 
marked ‘Bamenda ’ or alternatively loose cash in the 
second collection. Many thanks for your support.  
 
Our Lady Queen of Apostles  - Come and join our 
‘soirée française ’ at Our Lady Queen of Apostles on 
Friday 14th November at 7.15pm . A celebration of all 
things French, with a sing -song, quiz, raffle and much 
more! Tickets £12 pp to include French soup, meats, 
cheese, dessert and a drink. Funds raised will support 
the local group pilgrimage  to Lourdes with the charity 
Across in June 2026, sponsoring its volunteer helpers. 
To buy tickets please contact Marianne on 
07771704600.  
 
CL Portsmouth Diocese Day  - 12pm on Sunday 16th 
November at St Edward. Programme for the Day:  
12pm : Arrive, bring & share lunch, 3pm : Witnesses & 
questions (children's activities held simultaneously) 
5pm : Holy Mass  
Please bring some food to share. We will provide 
drinks, pudding, plates and cutlery. Please bring a    
donation with you for use of the venue and invite any  
family or friends.  
 

MESSAGES CONTINUED  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

(CONFESSION)  

Tuesday:  9.30am -10.00am (before Mass)    St Andrew  
Tuesday:  6.30pm -7.30pm (after Mass)  St Edward  
Saturday: 10.00am -10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross  
       5.30pm -6.00pm (before Mass)  OLQA  
       5.30pm -6.00pm (before Mass)  St Joseph  
Sunday:      8.30am -9.00am (before Mass)  St Edward  
       8.30am -9.00am (before Mass)  St Andrew  
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
Tues:  6.30pm - 7.30pm (after Mass)  St Edward  
Wed:  10am -11am (after Mass)   Holy Cross  
Thurs:  12.30pm - 1pm (after Mass)   OLQA  
Thurs:   5pm - 6pm (before Mass)     St Joseph  
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CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE  

MASS  T IMES  FOR  OUR  C HURCH  C OMMUNITIES  

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)  
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)  
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: lspeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)  
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)  
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)  
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 
 

Deacon Bob Birtles  
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
  

Deacon John di Meo  
Tel: 01794 515688; E: jdimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Deacon Paul Owen  
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

Deacon Paul Wilson  
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Deacon Emmanuel Chituh  
Tel: 07915 379686; E: echituh@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

Parish Office      Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,  
  SO50 9DF    Tel: 02380 273882  
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9.30am - 5.30pm; Wed 9.30am - 2.30pm  
 

Parish Administrator: Amie O ’Reilly  
Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk  
Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji  
Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk  
Events & Communications Co -ordinator: Faye Harris  
Email: events@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk  
 

Website Contact : website.sswp@gmail.com  
Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our 
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan 
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

DATE  TIME  CHURCH  MASS INTENTION  

Sat 1st Nov  
 

9.30am  
5.00pm  
6.00pm  
6.00pm  
6.30pm  

Holy Cross  
St Swithun Wells  
OLQA  
St Joseph  
St Edward  

Gerard Carr RIP FM  
 
 
Alma Conboy RIP  
Mrs Edward Christian FM  

Sun 2nd Nov  
All Saints  

8.30am  
9.00am  
9.00am  
9.30am  
11.00 am 

11.00am  
5.30pm  

Holy Cross  
St Edward  
St Andrew  
OLQA  
Holy Cross (& livestreamed)  
St Joseph  
Holy Cross  

Polska Msza Święta 
Diane Bellwood (Thanksgiving)  
Patricia Roydon RIP Anniversary  
People of the Parish  
 

Beatrice & George White; Laura, David & Eduardo Fernandes FM  

Samantha Harris (Thanksgiving)  
Seamus Alyward RIP  

Mon 3rd Nov  
All Souls  

9.30am  Holy Cross  For all the faithful departed  

Tues 4th Nov  
St Charles  
Borromeo  

10.00am  

6.00pm  

St Andrew  

St Edward  

Tony Parker (Wellbeing)  
All the members of the Fraternity of St Charles Borromeo  

Weds  5th 
Nov  

9.30am  

10.00am  

Holy Cross  

St Edward  

Manus Finnerty RIP  

Nuala Bright RIP 27th Anniversary  

Thurs 6th 
Nov  

9.30am  

12 Noon  

6.00pm  

Holy Cross  

OLQA  

St Joseph  

 

Fri 7th Nov  
 

10.00am  

10.00am  

12 Noon  

St Joseph  

St Edward  

OLQA  

Helen Armshaw RIP Anniversary  

Sat 8th Nov  
 

9.30am  
5.00pm  
6.00pm  
6.00pm  
6.30pm  

Holy Cross  
St Swithun Wells  
OLQA  
St Joseph  
St Edward  

Phil Talbot RIP Anniversary  
For all the faithful departed  
For all the faithful departed  
For all the faithful departed  
Deceased members of the Cassidy & Baker Families  

Sun 9th Nov  
The Dedication 
of the Lateran 
Basilica  

8.30am  
9.00am  
9.00am  
9.30am  
11.30am  

11.30am  
5.30pm  

Holy Cross  
St Edward  
St Andrew  
OLQA  
Holy Cross (& livestreamed)  
St Joseph  
Holy Cross  

Polska Msza Święta 
For all the faithful departed  
Flotilda Guia and Eustacio Guia (Senior) RIP  
For all the faithful departed  
For all the faithful departed  
For the Corbett and Drewery families  
Paul Freeman FM  
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