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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
22nd JUNE 2025: CORPUS CHRISTI

We're Out Of Bread!

‘We're out of bread!’ | can't tell you how many times I've heard this sad statement from someone cooking
lunch or dinner. Every time, it ended with a quick trip to the supermarket to pick up the precious missing food.
On the other hand, | can't remember a Sunday lunch or a special dinner without a good bottle of wine on the
table to celebrate it. | remember going with my grandfather and father to a wine producer outside the region
to choose the best wine. We would come home with a large demijohn and spend the rest of the day bottling
wine that would last us the whole year.

As far as | can see, things haven't changed much since the time of Jesus, when he turned water into wine to
save a wedding feast and multiplied five loaves of bread to feed 5,000 hungry people!

Bread and wine, such simple, common and widespread foods, found in homes all over the world, yet so
essential that their absence is immediately noticeable.

| don't think I'm wrong in saying that more than half of what I've eaten in my life has been bread (or pasta or
pizza, which are noble variations!) and that it's thanks to the bread I've eaten that I'm here! And how many
toasts with glasses of wine have celebrated the most important moments of my life, such as my final high
school exam, my graduation, football championship victories, but also Sundays, Christmas and Easter lunches,
my ordination to the priesthood... If bread is the essential nourishment of life, wine characterises its joy and
celebration.

So it is even more astonishing for me to think how Christ thought of giving himself to me, to us; of giving his
Body and Blood to us under the species of bread and wine. How immense in my eyes are his words: “I am the
living bread that came down from Heaven... Very truly | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life”. (Cf. Jn
6:51-55). Jesus did not mean biological life but ‘Life’, that is, that for which we eat and drink! Not just the
satisfaction of a full stomach, not just the pleasure of a glass of wine, but the life and joy of Paradise. Since it is
impossible for my poor mind to grasp this, Jesus made it a little easier for me by saying: “Look, | am to the life
and joy that your heart desires as bread and wine are to biological life and fun”.

Over time | have made this great discovery, just as a father, eager to give himself to his son expresses his love
by offering him gifts, so every moment | have lived and every joy | have experienced is a gift from God. But all
this is just a symbol; God's real gift is himself in the Eucharist. In the Eucharist is contained every beat of my
heart and every joy | have experienced and will experience. In Him my heart rejoices: ‘O Christ, Life of my life;
O Christ, joy of my life.’

All that remains in me is the expectation of seeing the face of Christ veiled in this prodigious Sacrament...

| would also like to tell you about the joy | experience in offering each of the faithful who participate in Mass
His immense gift; how wonderful it is to know that | am called together with you to share this joy, but | will
leave the mystery of the communion that the body and blood of Christ generate among us for the next
newsletter.

This Corpus Christi Sunday, dozens of our children will receive their first Holy communion. May they finally
experience the life their hearts desire and exclaim in their hearts:

‘O Christ, Life of my life; O Christ, joy of my life.’
Fr Pietro

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is “God and Sport” by Pope Leo.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
2nd July 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 22nd June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper

&

PSALM RESPONSE: YOU ARE A PRIEST FOR EVER, ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.
1st reading Genesis 14:18-20 Psalm 110 (109) 2 reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Gospel Luke 9:11b-17

Sunday 29th June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper
PSALM RESPONSE: FROM ALL MY TERRORS THE LORD SET ME FREE.
1st reading Acts 12:1-11 Psalm 34 (33) 2" reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 Gospel Matthew 16:13-19

MESSAGES

First Holy Communion - Sunday 22nd June
9am at St Edward’s, 2am at St Andrew’s & 11am at
Holy Cross. Please keep the children in your prayers.

Second Collection Next Weekend
Peter's Pence: Sunday 29th June
Peter’'s Pence is the name for the financial support

offered by the faithful to the Holy Father as a sign of ®

their sharing in the concern of the Successor of Peter
for the many different needs of the Universal Church,
and for the relief of those most in need.
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/peters-
pence-second-collection-2025

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Housekeeper
Part-time - 5.25 hours per week ideally Tuesday &
Friday mornings with flexibility to suit, which can be
negotiated at interview.

Salary £3,333.33 per annum (£12.21 per hour).

To be working at the Parish House, Holy Cross Church,
Eastleigh and reporting to the Parish Priest.

Role purpose: To provide domestic and catering
services to the priests. No formal qualifications are
required but general housekeeping experience and
ability to prepare and cook food hygienically.

The postholder is expected to be:

o reliable, flexible & have a professional approach;
show tact and discretion;

respect confidentiality in the Presbytery;

be motivated, able to work on own initiative;

high integrity with good communication skills;
sympathetic to the ministry and mission of the Cath-
olic Church.

A full job description can be found on our parish
website. Please send a CV and covering letter outlining
your relevant experience and reasons for applying for
the role to HR at:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 25t June
2025 at 5pm. Early applications are advised, as we may
close this advertisement before the closing date stated.

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Secretary
Part-time - 15 hours per week. Part time to be split
over three days - working pattern to be agreed at
interview. Salary £9,523.80

Are you an experienced Administrator with secretarial,
bookkeeping and accounts knowledge, looking for a
role where your skills can make a real difference?

St Swithun Wells Parish is seeking a Parish Secretary to
be working in the Parish office, Holy Cross Church,
Eastleigh and reporting to the Parish Priest.

Overall job purpose:

e Provide administrative support to the Parish Priest

i
and clergy.

e Act as the first point of contact for parishioners,
visitors, and external inquiries, either in person, via
telephone or email, ensuring a welcoming and
professional response.

Manage church & Mass intention diaries.

Coordinate funeral and wedding bookings, including
diary management and invoicing.

e Manage the some of our parish hall booking
calendars and liaise with the Parish Finance
Administrator to ensure appropriate hire
agreements and invoicing.

e Maintain and update parish records, including
PAMIS parishioner database, sacramental registers,
and schedules.

® Prepare and distribute the weekly Parish Newsletter
and other parish communications.
A full job description and application pack can be
found on our parish website. Please send a CV and
covering letter outlining your relevant experience and
reasons for applying for the role to HR at:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Please state Parish Secretary in the headline of your
email. Closing date for applications: Sunday 29th
June 2025 at 10pm. Early applications are advised, as
we may close this advertisement before the closing
date stated.

OLQA Missio boxes - Please bring any red mission
boxes into church for the half yearly callup, if you so
wish. Thank you, Marie Kemp.

OLQA Summer Party - Sat 28th June, 2pm-4.30pm
Strawberries & Cream, Scones and Jam.

Tickets £5, under 10s free. Teas, coffees and prosecco
available. All are welcome!

Parish Lunch in the Wheatsheaf, Braishfield, at
12.30pm on Wednesday 2 July. Look at Main,
Lunch, and Kids' Menus on their website or on our
church notice boards. Please let Rosemary (01794
522411) know your choice of meal by Monday 23rd
June as we have to pre-order. All are welcome.

Message from Clare Lasker - Thanks to all who
supported the recent Coffee morning at St Edward’s.
£255 was raised for CAFOD.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or
know more about the Catholic faith) please email

Dcn Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
alternatively please speak to a priest.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Upcoming Parish Festival (1st - 6th July)
Programme Summary - a leaflet is now available to
download from our parish website.

Tuesday 1st July at St Edward’s: 6pm Mass for
Vocations, 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration with prayers
for Vocations & Confessions.

Wednesday 2nd July at Holy Cross Church: 7pm
Music from the World, performed by Ming Wilson,
pianist, with the presence of some of our church choirs.
Friday 4th July at St Edward’s: 7pm - Cheese and
wine, 7.30pm - Presentation of the exhibition

“You Matter: The life of Cicely Saunders, the pioneering
British woman who founded modern palliative care”.
Saturday 5th July at St Swithun Wells School:

11am - School fayre;

11.30am to 2pm - football tournament for school years
3-11 and sixth form;

3pm to 5pm - football tournament for adults.

£5 for tournament (no charge for second or subsequent
children), £1 for anyone else to enter the fayre where
the tournament is taking place.

Bookings now open on the parish website!

Sunday 6th July, field behind Fleming Park Leisure
Centre

1pm - Parish Party At The Park with lunch, £6pp (£1 for
children 10 years and under);

1pm to 2.15pm facepainting;

2.15pm - magic show with balloon modelling;

3.30pm - talk by Emmanuel Chituh who is going to
become a Deacon;

4pm - live music from The Basement (band with Fr
Pietro, Fr Luca and friends).

Bookings now open on the parish website!

Good Companions - Our next gathering is at 12 Noon
on Friday 11th July 2025 in St. Edward's cloister.
Anyone who feels in need of some friendly company
with delicious food is welcome to join us. If you have
any queries please contact Tony Wilson on

023 80266617. We look forward to seeing you.

Message from Sarah - Dear Parishioners, | just wanted
to let you know that my last working day will be
Wednesday 25th June. It has been a privilege working
alongside all of our amazing volunteers and personally
getting to know so many of you over the years. | will
miss you all greatly. Best wishes, Sarah

Sarah Goodfellow, our Parish Secretary will be leaving
us on Wednesday 25th June. Sarah has worked for the
Parish for over 7 years and will be sadly missed by many
people. We would like to present Sarah with a gift,
which will be presented to her at Coffee Stop on
Thursday 26th June in the Holy Cross Resource
Centre. If you wish to contribute to this please give
your donation in an envelope marked Sarah’s Leaving

bank transfer into the Parish Main Account -
Ref: Sarah’s Gift.

Account name: CDP ST SWITHUN WELLS,
Sort code: 30-93-04, A/c No: 01786599

Formation for Ministers of Children’s Liturgy will take
place on 6t September, at St Bede's, Basingstoke,
from 10.30am to 1pm. The programme will include

i
prayer and reflection, sharing good practice;
working collaboratively; how to grow and communicate
as Liturgical Catechists; Music suggestions; and a wish
list for future support, networking and how to find more
helpers. Anyone wishing to attend should register via
liturgy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Canonisations of Bl. Pier Giogio Frassati & Carlo
Acutis - Pope Leo XIV held the first Ordinary Public
Consistory of his pontificate on Friday morning, with
Cardinals giving their formal approval for the
canonisations of eight Blesseds. During the ceremony,
the Holy Father announced that Blessed Pier Giorgio
Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis will be canonised
together on 7th September. The canonisations of the
two young saints - one from the early twentieth
century, the other the first twenty-first-century saint -
have been greatly anticipated due to the great
devotion among the faithful.

Musicians required - do you play guitar, piano or
other instruments? Would you like to help in one of our
Masses or events? We are looking to find additional
musical volunteers, if you are interested in helping
please contact Fr Raffaele at:
rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

SCHOOL NOTICES

St Swithun Wells Catholic Primary School

Year 3 Teacher required for a September start
For more information and how to apply please go to
the school website:
https://www.st-swithunwells.org.uk/Vacancies/

St George Catholic College - Free School
Transport for Pupils

StGCC Leaders want to ensure that financial
concerns don't prevent families from choosing a
Catholic secondary education. Do you know a child
considering St George Catholic College for Year 77
Pupils who live between 2 and 15 miles from the
school may be eligible for free transport if they
receive Free School Meals or come from a
low-income household. To learn more, visit
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/free-
school-transport-explained-eligible-free-travel/

gAt a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

228th June:  OLQA Summer Party
i 1st-6th July: Parish Festival

i 2nd July: Parish Lunch

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward

Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass) ~ Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph

Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 21st June | 9.30am ] Holy Cross Jack & Chris Molloy FM
Morning 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells
Mass: 6.00pm ] OLQA Margaret Thomas (Wellbeing)
St Aloysius 6.00pm | St Joseph Margaret Paes RIP
Gonzaga 6.30pm | St Edward Mary Holder RIP
Sunday 22nd | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM
9.00am | St Andrew First Holy Communion Children & their families
Corpus 9.30am [|OLQA Marcel Koronkiewicz (Birthday Intentions)
Christi 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Molly & George Quigley RIP
11.00am | St Joseph Sr Joseph (Birthday)
5.30pm | Holy Cross People of the Parish
Mon 23rd 9.30am | Holy Cross
Tues 24th 10.00am | St Andrew
The Nativity of | 6.00pm | St Edward Living & Deceased Members of the Bonetti & Wilson Family FM
St John the
Baptist
Wed 25th 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
June 10.00am | St Edward Michael Cummins (Wellbeing)
Thurs 26th 9.30am | Holy Cross Maria Mollicone (90th Birthday Intentions)
June 12 Noon | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph
Fri 27th June | 10.00am | St Joseph Brian Newman RIP
The Most 10.00am | St Edward Catherine Hinds RIP Anniversary
Sacred Heart |12 Noon | OLQA
of Jesus
Sat 28th June | 9.30am | Holy Cross
Morning 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Maureen & Alastair Mitchell RIP
Mass: 6.00pm |OLQA
St Aloysius 6.00pm | St Joseph
Gonzaga 6.30pm | St Edward Pauline Wilson RIP 3rd Anniversary
Sunday 29th | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward Past & Present Priests & Deacons of St Swithun Wells Parish FM
9.00am | St Andrew Vince Curmi RIP
Ss Peter 9.30am |OLQA Holy Souls
& Paul 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Nellie & Joseph Wilson RIP Anniversary
11.00am | St Joseph People of the Parish
5.30pm | Holy Cross

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles

Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Friday: 9.30-5.30pm

Wed: 9.30-4.30pm

Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji

Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow (interim Patricia Mitchell)
Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




