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Let Your Thoughts Be On Heavenly Things

One of the most significant realisations for me from our parish pilgrimage to Rome came when we
were visiting the Colosseum. Our guide had been talking about life during Roman times and that the
only people who had rights were the Roman nobility. All other levels of Roman society were to a
greater or lesser extent, dispensable. So, most great triumphs were celebrated by executions.
Slavery was commonplace and, when a particular Roman emperor wanted scapegoats, they would
find people to persecute, like the early Christians.

Christianity brought with it, of course, a very different set of priorities and values. One of the most
important was the inherent belief that every single human person has value because they are created
in the image and likeness of God. So, all human life is sacred from conception to the grave. It was
such a fundamental change that it took a long time to become established. But for most of the last
2000 years it has become a principle on which most legal systems have been based.

But how successfully has that fundamental principle been applied? Compared to only a few years
ago, we now have formidable technological, medical and agricultural resources at our disposal. So,
why is it that one-sixth of the world’s population — or 1.4 billion people - cannot fulfil basic needs, like
one meal a day or receiving healthcare? How is it that the richest 1% now have as much wealth as the
rest of the world combined? And that’s without even mentioning the failure to uphold the sanctity of
human life through abortion, euthanasia and conflict.

The readings this Sunday remind us that the only true riches are those that are eternal. As it says in
the 2" reading from St Paul’s letter to the Colossians: “Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not
on the things that are on the earth.” In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that we should guard against avarice
of any kind. He goes on to relate the parable of the rich man who had a good harvest and only saw
things in terms of his own security based on his wealth.

There is always a danger in getting too comfortable. We all aspire to a good standard of living. But
when our possessions start to take hold we should worry because it can harden us against the
suffering and needs of others. What we have can insulate us against the differences that exist
between those who have plenty and those who don’t have enough.
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St Paul in his guidance on how to live warns of the things to avoid among which is: “..especially greed,
which is the same as worshipping a false god.” The reality is that whatever we put our trust in for
security becomes our focus of life - so let us make it the living God rather than any false god.

Deacon Paul Owen

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is, “The Church Is In You” by Pope Francis - you can find this on our
homepage. If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 9.30am on Wednesday 10th
August, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk




Youth Groups
Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6)

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9)

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)

Stars of Abraham also prepares the children for First
Holy Communion usually in school year 3. Grail Seekers
also prepares the children for Confirmation usually in
school year 9. For more details and to join please go to
the parish website www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community are currently on their summer
break. For more information please click the link on the
homepage of our website.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you would like to be baptised, confirmed or received
into the Catholic Church (or know more about the
Catholic faith) please email Deacon Paul

Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
alternatively please speak to a priest.

Fellowship Group - there will be no meeting during
the holidays, return date to be announced.

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) Group

Tuesdays at 10.15am to approx. 11.30am in the Holy
Cross Resource Centre. On 2nd & 9th August we
continue our series called ‘'l Believe’, based on the
Creed. All are welcome!

Knitting Club - Third Tuesday of the month, from
2pm-
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