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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
11th MAY 2025: FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
HOMILY BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL GIOVANNI BATTISTA RE,

DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS
Saint Peter's Basilica Wednesday, 7 May 2025

We read in the Acts of the Apostles that after Christ’s ascension into heaven and while waiting for Pentecost,
all were united and persevering in prayer together with Mary, the Mother of Jesus (cf. Acts 1:14).

This is precisely what we are doing a few hours before the beginning of the Conclave, under the gaze of Our
Lady beside the altar, in this Basilica which rises above the tomb of the Apostle Peter.

(...) In the Gospel that has been proclaimed, words resound that bring us to the heart of the supreme message
and testament of Jesus, delivered to his Apostles on the evening of the Last Supper in the Upper Room: “This
is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.” As if to clarify this “as | have loved you,”
and to indicate how far our love must go, Jesus goes on to say: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:13).

This is the message of love, which Jesus calls a “new” commandment. It is new because it transforms into
something positive, and greatly expands, the admonition of the Old Testament that said, “Do not do to others
what you would not want done to you.”

The love that Jesus reveals knows no limits and must characterise the thoughts and actions of all his disciples,
who must always show authentic love in their behaviour and commit themselves to building a new civilisation,
what Paul VI called the “civilisation of love.” Love is the only force capable of changing the world.

Jesus gave us an example of this love at the beginning of the Last Supper with a surprising gesture: he
humbled himself in the service of others, washing the feet of the Apostles, without discrimination, and not
excluding Judas, who would betray him. (...)

The liturgical texts of this Eucharistic celebration, then, invite us to fraternal love, to mutual help and to
commitment to ecclesial communion and universal human fraternity. Among the tasks of every successor of
Peter is that of fostering communion: communion of all Christians with Christ; communion of the Bishops with
the Pope; communion of the Bishops among themselves. This is not a self-referential communion, but one that
is entirely directed towards communion among persons, peoples and cultures, with a concern that the Church
should always be a “home and school of communion.”

This is also a strong call to maintain the unity of the Church on the path traced out by Christ to the
Apostles. The unity of the Church is willed by Christ; a unity that does not mean uniformity, but a firm and
profound communion in diversity, provided that full fidelity to the Gospel is maintained.

Each Pope continues to embody Peter and his mission and thus represents Christ on earth; he is the rock on
which the Church is built (cf. Mt 16:18). The election of the new Pope is not a simple succession of persons, yet
it is always the Apostle Peter who returns.

The Cardinal electors will cast their votes in the Sistine Chapel, the place, as the Apostolic Constitution Universi
Dominici Gregis states, “where everything is conducive to an awareness of the presence of God, in whose sight
each person will one day be judged.”

In his Roman Triptych, Pope John Paul Il expressed the hope that during the hours of voting on this weighty
decision, Michelangelo’s looming image of Jesus the Judge would remind everyone of the greatness of the
responsibility of placing the “supreme keys” (Dante) in the correct hands.

Let us pray, then, that the Holy Spirit, who in the last hundred years has given us a series of truly holy and great
Pontiffs, will give us a new Pope according to God’s heart for the good of the Church and of humanity.

Let us pray that God will grant the Church a Pope who knows how best to awaken the consciences of all and
the moral and spiritual energies in today’s society, characterised by great technological progress but which
tends to forget God.

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is “Communion & Liberation Easter Video Poster”.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the parish office by 10am on Wednesday
14th May 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations


https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_22021996_universi-dominici-gregis.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_22021996_universi-dominici-gregis.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en.html
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%2Ffinancesdonations&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%7C9793ba7fbf444f955f3d08dc112d28f7%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638404132

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 11th May 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: 4

&

PSALM RESPONSE: WE ARE HIS PEOPLE, THE SHEEP OF HIS FLOCK.
1st reading Acts 13:14,43-52 Psalm 100 (99) 24 reading Revelation 7:9,14b-17 Gospel John 10:27-30

Sunday 18th May 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: 1
PSALM RESPONSE: | WILL BLESS YOUR NAME FOR EVER, MY GOD AND KING.
1st reading Acts 14:21-27 Psalm 145 (144) 2 reading Revelation 21:1-5a Gospel John 13:31-333,34-35

PARISH GROUPS

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the H/Cross Resource Centre.

Learn to Pray with the Weekly Scripture Readings
Wednesdays at 11am in St Joseph’s Parish Centre,
26A Abbey Water, Romsey;

Thursdays at 10am in St Edward the Confessor
Church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please come along if you would like to grow in your life
of prayer by praying with the following Sunday’s Mass
readings. All are welcome.

Youth Groups (including First Holy
Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6)
Tuesdays 4pm-5.30pm, St Edward’s

Fridays 4.30pm-5.45pm, St Andrew'’s

Saturdays 10.30am-12pm, Holy Cross R/Centre

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) &

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm-8.30pm, Holy Cross Resource Centre
For more information about the groups please go to
our website: www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/parishlife
(scroll down to Youth Groups).

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community meet weekly at:

Holy Cross every Wednesday at 8pm;

St Edward’s every Thursday at 8pm.

For more information please click the link on the
homepage of our website. All are welcome!

MESSAGES

Second Collection This Weekend!

Clergy Training Fund - 10th/11th May

The Clergy Training Fund supports our seminarians,
including the 11 men currently in formation for the
priesthood, for the duration of their six or seven-year
journey to ordination. If you would prefer to donate
online please go to:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/clergy-
training-fund-second-collection-2025

Please remember to Gift Aid your donation if you are a
taxpayer, to increase the value of your donation by 25%
at no extra cost to you.

Prayer for Vocations - Please keep our Seminarians in
your prayers this Good Shepherd Sunday, and pray
especially for more vocations to the sacred priesthood,
but also for vocations to all states of life and ministry in
the Church in our Diocese of Portsmouth.

The Rosary will be prayed in Holy Cross every
Thursday at 9.00am (before Mass) during May. We
encourage all of you during the month of May to pray
the Rosary in your families.

Parish Get2Gether - Sunday 11th May, 1pm-4pm
Pavillion on the Park, 1 Kingfisher Road, SO50 9LH
An event for all of the parish, especially families.

We begin at 1pm, sharing a meal together followed by
some activities and a discussion. No cost, however we
kindly ask you to give a donation to cover the hire of
the Pavillion. Please bring some food, beverages or
cakes to share with others. Please can you bring your
own cups/plates/cutlery. To book your place please go
to our parish website and use the link you find on the
“Next main parish events” section. Next Get2Gether:
We will have a walk instead on Saturday 14th June.

i
Good Companions - Our next gathering will be

at 12 Noon on Friday 16th May in St Edward’s
cloister. Please join us and enjoy some good company
and delicious food. Please telephone Tony Wilson on
02380 266617 so that we can get an indication of
numbers for catering purposes. Hope to see you there.

OLQA 'VE’ Singalong - Friday 23rd May, 7pm

All are welcome. Tickets: £5 each and includes soup,
bread and a complimentary drink. Dress for the occasion!
Please bring your own soup bowl and cutlery if you prefer.
Any queries to Marie Kemp on 07760 809640.

Fire Warden Training - There will be a training
session for ALL fire wardens in the parish on Saturday
31st May 2025 at St Edward'’s Cloister from 10am-
12noon. Please can you confirm your attendance by
16t May to accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk.

Message from Right to Life

Assisted suicide Bill - less than 1 week left!

The report stage of the assisted suicide Bill is 16th May.
It is vital that you contact your MP urgently about this
issue. Please take action now and visit
www.righttolife.org.uk/ASVote to email your MP - it
takes just 30 seconds! If you have the time, please also
visit your MP - you can arrange a meeting now by
visiting www.righttolife.org.uk/meetyourMP

Confirmation - Saturday 17th May at 11am in

St John's Cathedral, Portsmouth. Please pray for our
teenagers who are going to be confirmed and for their
families.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

First Confessions - Congratulations to the children of
Stars of Abraham who are having their first Confession
this week. Let us offer our prayers for them and their
families.

Come & See Spring Half Term Club (for children
7yrs-14yrs) at St Edward the Confessor Church
Tues 27th to 30th May, 8.30am-3.30pm
Registrations are now open. For more information
including costs, times and to register please go to:
https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/comeandsee
Please pay the whole amount by bank transfer by
Friday 23rd May 2025.

Study Group for children in school Yr 7 to Sixth Form

Wednesdays during term time from 4.15pm-6pm in
the Holy Cross Resource Centre.

The Study Group is an opportunity for your children to
have a quiet environment where they can revise or do
their homework with their friends without the
distractions they may have at home. For more
information please go to the parish website.
https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/studygroup

Upcoming Funerals

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Cecelia Cole
and for her family. Cecelia’s Funeral Mass takes

place on Friday 16th May at 10am in St Edward’s
church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Henri
Kembhadijian and for his family. Henri’s Funeral Service
takes place at 12 Noon on Wed 21st May at Holy
Family Church, Welwyn Garden City. All are welcome.

Mass for the Sick & Housebound

Saturday 31st May at 2pm in St Edward’s, OLQA &
St Andrew’s Churches. There will be a special Mass in
which we will pray for the sick and housebound of our
Parish. During the Mass it will be possible to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. All who are sick,
elderly, facing surgery, or seeking the gift of God's
healing are welcome to participate. The whole Parish
will be invited to join in prayer for those who are sick
and for their caregivers.

Communion for the Sick & Housebound - if you, or
anyone you know requires Communion at home please
contact the parish office in Eastleigh and we will pass
your request onto the relevant co-ordinator at each of
our six churches.

Caritas & CAFOD: ‘Laudato Si’ 10th Anniversary
Saturday 10th May 2025, St Peter’s, Winchester from
10am-1pm. For more info and to register please visit:
https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk everyone welcome!

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Finance
Administrator (Part-time - 30 hours per week)
Salary £20,800 per annum (FTE £26,000).

To be based at Holy Cross Church, Eastleigh and
reporting to the Parish Priest.

Overall job purpose

* Management of parish and clergy finance;

e Car park finance administration;

* Property liaison with estate agents.

i
About you

e First class organisation skills;

¢ Advanced proficiency in use of Microsoft Office
including Word, Excel and PowerPoint;

e Excellent interpersonal skills and confidence to deal
with people at every level;

® Able to effectively manage a high-volume workload;
e Ability to work on own initiative;

® An ability to maintain high degree of confidentiality
and trust.

A full job description & applicant pack can be found on
our parish website. To apply please send a comprehen-
sive and up to date Curriculum Vitae with a covering
letter setting out your suitability for the role and
motivation in applying to:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Please state ‘Parish Finance Administrator’ in the
subject line of your email. We encourage an early
application as we may close this advertisement at our
discretion before the date stated, if a high number of
applicants apply. The closing date for applications is
Wednesday 21st May 2025, by 11pm.

You will be notified shortly after the closing date,
should we wish to progress your application and invite
you to an interview.

Upcoming Parish Pilgrimage to Lisieux, France
Friday 23rd — Monday 26th May 2025

Please pray for those who are journeying on the parish
pilgrimage at the end of this month. Let us pray for
safe passage and spiritual enlightenment for all of

our pilgrims.

: At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

:11th May: Parish Get2Gether

i 16th May: Good Companions

i 23rd May: VE Singalong at OLQA

i 31st May: Mass for the Sick & Housebound

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)
Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)

Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

TIMES A PRIEST WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET

Tuesdays: Fr Raffaele, 3.30pm-5.30pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Wednesdays: Fr Luca by appointment, 3.30pm-5.30pm,
Holy Cross Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Fridays: Fr Mario, 10am-12 Noon, OLQA, Bishop's
Waltham;

Fridays: Fr Pietro, 11am-12.45pm, 26A Abbey
Water, Romsey.

Fridays: Fr Matteo, 11am-12.30pm, Holy Cross

Resource Centre, Eastleigh



mailto:recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross Samir Dolmay RIP
10th May 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Peter & Catherine Avery (Diamond Wedding Anniversary)
6.00pm JOLQA Helena Ferenc RIP
6.00pm | St Joseph People of the Parish
6.30pm | St Edward Pat Slavin RIP
Sunday 11th | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
May 9.00am | St Edward Ossie Carr RIP FM
9.00am | St Andrew Doris Bonello RIP Anniversary
Fourth 9.30am |OLQA
Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Michael Nolan RIP
of Easter 11.00am | St Joseph Josie Tew RIP Anniversary
5.30pm | Holy Cross Zaki & Marie Hanna Hayek RIP
Monday 12th ]9.30am | Holy Cross Sheila Starrs RIP FM;
May Athena & Gordon Harris (Health & Wellbeing)
Tuesday 10.00am | St Andrew
13th May 6.00pm | St Edward Thomas William Mason RIP FM
Wed 14th 9.30am | Holy Cross Fr Matteo (Special Intention)
St Matthias 10.00am | St Edward Eric & Roslyn Lasker & Family RIP
Thursday 9.30am | Holy Cross In Thanksgiving
15th May 12 Noon | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph Peggy Carmody (Wellbeing)
Friday 16th 10.00am | St Joseph John Gare RIP
May 10.00am | St Edward Funeral Mass: Cecelia Cole RIP
12 Noon | OLQA
Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
17th May 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of the Parish
6.00pm JOLQA Eryk Rozek (Special Intention: God’s Blessing)
6.00pm | St Joseph Peter Hooper RIP
6.30pm | St Edward Roy Haslam RIP
Sunday 18th | 8.30am |Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
May 9.00am | St Edward Intentions of the Layzell Family
9.00am | St Andrew Michael Hayden (Wellbeing)
Fifth 9.30am |OLQA
Sunday 11.00am |Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Keith Small RIP
of Easter 11.00am | St Joseph Lucy & Barrie Brown (40th Wedding Anniversary)
5.30pm | Holy Cross Francesco Papallo RIP FM

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: |speziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Opening Times: Mon-Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm;

Fri 9.30am-2.30pm (see newsletter for changes).
Holy Cross Resource Centre & Finance Admin: Fiona Mooney
Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




