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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
1st JUNE 2025: SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PILGRIMAGE TO LISIEUX

Last weekend, | had the privilege of going to France for four days on a pilgrimage to the places where
St Therese of the Child Jesus lived. Fr. Mario came too, and Anne Monaghan who helped organise
the pilgrimage. We led a group of 40 pilgrims. Most of them were from our parish. A few of them
were from other parishes.

Over the last few months, | have been preparing for this pilgrimage, particularly by reading the book
Story of a Soul. It has been wonderful to rediscover this great saint and deepen my knowledge of her
life. When we visited the places where she lived, her life and message came alive and became even
more meaningful.

It was moving to visit Alencon (a beautiful town an hour’s distance from Lisieux), where Therese was
born and lived until she was four and a half years old. There, you can understand how holy Therese's
parents were. Zélie and Louis Martin, the first married couple to be officially canonised together,
shaped their young daughter’s life with their faith and love. A small chapel was built next to the
house, and from there you can see the couple’s bedroom. We celebrated Mass there and prayed for
all married couples.

Therese moved to Lisieux when her mother died; she was four and a half years old. In the house
where she lived, we could see all the objects she had from childhood until the age of 15. Among
these is the famous boat that her sister Céline gave her on Christmas Day, with the word
“Abandonment!” written on it. Therese was waiting for an answer to her request to enter the Carmel
at the age of 15, and Céline was encouraging her to have faith and trust in God.

In the Cathedral of Lisieux (the first Gothic church to be built in Normandy), we could see where the
Martin family used to worship. In one chapel, there is a cross in front of which Therese prayed for
Pranzini, a notorious criminal at the time. The story says that, before his execution, Pranzini took a
crucifix and kissed it three times. Therese always saw this as a sign of the power of prayer and love for
sinners.

When Therese was fifteen, she was accepted into the Carmelite convent in Lisieux. There, she
discovered that her vocation was love, and she grew in the difficult art of loving her sisters and
everyone.

Visiting these places helped all of us pilgrims to grow in our faith and friendship. Obviously, not
everything was perfect or spiritual. We also had a few hilarious moments. For example, when we
arrived in Alencon, we were hoping to enjoy a delicious French lunch at some of the local restaurants.
Unfortunately, it was Sunday, and everything was shut! Luckily, we found a few kebab places. Need-
less to say, no one was happy with me at that moment... People were definitely happier to play a
great game | brought with me in the evenings. It's called Kluster. Highly recommended!

It was a great pilgrimage indeed. What about next year? Someone suggested Portugal and Fatima.
We'll see. Ideas are welcome!
Fr Raffaele

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is “What God is Ready To Waste Away For Us"” by Pope Leo.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
4th June 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%2Ffinancesdonations&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%7C9793ba7fbf444f955f3d08dc112d28f7%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638404132

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 1st June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: 3

&

PSALM RESPONSE: THE LORD IS KING, MOST HIGH ABOVE ALL THE EARTH.
1st reading Acts 7:55-60 Psalm 97 (96) 2 reading Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20 Gospel John 17:20-26

Sunday 8th June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper
PSALM RESPONSE: SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, O LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH.
1t reading Acts 2:1-11 Psalm 104 (103) 24 reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 Gospel John 20:19-23

PARISH GROUPS

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the H/Cross Resource Centre.
We will continue to look at the Gospel of Luke.

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community meet weekly at:

Holy Cross every Wednesday at 8pm;

St Edward'’s every Thursday at 8pm.

For more information please click the link on the
homepage of our website. All are welcome.

Youth Groups (including First Holy

Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6)
Tuesdays 4pm-5.30pm, St Edward’s

Fridays 4.30pm-5.45pm, St Andrew’s

Saturdays 10.30am-12pm, Holy Cross R/Centre

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) &

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm-8.30pm, Holy Cross Resource Centre
For more information about the groups please go to
our website: www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/parishlife
(scroll down to Youth Groups).

MESSAGES

Mass for the Sick & Housebound

Saturday 31st May at 2pm in St Edward’s &

St Andrew’s Churches and 3pm in OLQA. There will
be a special Mass in which we will pray for the sick and
housebound of our Parish. During the Mass it will be
possible to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick. All who are sick, elderly, facing surgery, or
seeking the gift of God's healing are welcome to
participate. The whole Parish will be invited to join in
prayer for those who are sick and for their caregivers.

Second Collection This Weekend

World Communications Day: Sunday 1st June

The theme for the 59th World Communications Day is
‘Share with gentleness the hope that is in your hearts.'
You can also donate online at:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/world-
communications-day-second-collection

St Edward’s Repository Meeting

3rd June, 7.30pm in St Edward'’s

There is a meeting to discuss the future of the reposito-
ry at St Edward’s. If you are in support of the repository
please come along and share your views and ideas. We
don’t want to close it!

Message from Fr Pietro

Dear Parishioners, recently we started a band with
some of our Grail Seeker children and other adults. The
first 2 rehearsals went very well!

The purpose is to organise party activities for our
parishioners and to express the joy of our Christian life.
We are at the very beginning, so we lack a lot of
materials. That is why | would like to ask you if you have
some of the equipment we need (that you do not use
any more) or if you would help us to buy them with an
offer.

Here is what we need:

o A pair of active loudspeakers (12" or 15" cone);

i
Monitor speakers;

Microphones with XLR 3 pin;

XLR and jack cables;

Drum set;

A keyboard,;

Multi-core stage box;

. Stands for microphones...

If you have any other audio material, that would also be
usefull If you can help please send an email to:
ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Thank you for your help. Fr Pietro & Friends

Parish Finance Administrator & Parish Office
Opening Times - On an interim basis Patricia Mitchell
will be caretaking the Finance Administrator role until
someone has been formally appointed. For any parish
finance enquiries please continue to email:
accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk as Patricia will be
monitoring this email address or phone the parish office
when it is open.

The Parish Office opening hours for this coming week
are as follows:

Monday 2.30pm-5.30pm;

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30am-4.30pm;
Friday 9.30am-2.30pm.

CAFOD fundraiser after the 10am Mass on Wed
11th June in St Edward’s. Cakes and produce will be
on sale, there will also be a Raffle. Tea and coffee will
also be available so please come along and bring your
friends. Donations of cakes gratefully received!

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or
know more about the Catholic faith) please email
Deacon Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
or alternatively please speak to a priest.



mailto:powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

MESSAGES CONTINUED

Parish Get2Gether Walk and Picnic

Saturday 14th June, 10.30am-4pm

An event outdoors for all of the parish, especially
families. We will start at 10.30am in Our Lady Queen
of Apostles Church in Bishop’s Waltham (Martin
Street, SO32 1DN). You can leave your car in the
church car park.

11am: We start a 1 hour circular walk in the Bishop's
Waltham countryside, taking us along the old

railway line and the Pilgrim’s Trail. The walk is suitable
for both adults and children. Please bring suitable shoes
and clothes, hat, water, rucksack and sun cream. There
is the option of an easier walk suitable for pushchairs in
which we visit Bishop’s Waltham Palace and the old
Railway Line.

12.30pm: Picnic in the field next to OLQA church,
please bring your own food/beverage/plates/blanket.
Toilets of the church are available. Free time for
children to play in the playground next to the field and
among themselves.

3pm: Music and games for everyone.

4pm: End (free Ice Cream for everyone).

To book your place please go to our parish website and
click the link:

https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/

There you will find a map and some photos.

Upcoming Parish Festival (1st - 6th July)

High Level Programme Summary (more details to
follow):

Tuesday 1st July at St Edward’s: 6pm Mass for
Vocations, 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration with prayers
for Vocations & Confessions.

Wednesday 2nd July at Holy Cross Church: 7pm
Music from the World, performed by Ming Wilson.
Friday 4th July at St Edward’s: 7pm - Cheese and
wine, 7.30pm - Presentation of the exhibition

“You Matter: The life of Cecily Saunders, the pioneering
British woman who founded modern palliative care”.
Saturday 5th July at St Swithun Wells School:

11am - School fayre;

11.30am to 3pm - football tournament for school years
3-11 and sixth form;

3pm to 5pm - football tournament for adults.

£5 for tournament (no charge for second or subsequent
children), £1 for anyone else to enter the fayre where
the tournament is taking place.

Booking to open soon on the parish website!

Sunday 6th July, location TBC

1pm - Parish Party At The Park with lunch, £6pp (£1 for
children 10 years and under);

1pm to 2.15pm facepainting;

2.15pm - magic show with balloon modelling;

3.30pm - talk by Emmanuel Chituh;

4pm - live music from The Basement (band with Fr
Pietro, Fr Luca and friends).

Booking to open soon on the parish website!

Communion for the Sick & Housebound - if you, or
anyone you know requires Communion at home please
contact the parish office in Eastleigh and we will pass
your request onto the relevant co-ordinator at each of
our six churches.

i
Parish Pilgrimage to Lisieux
Gratitude for all the blessings of this pilgrimage as we
explored the life and spirituality of St Thérese of
Lisieux. Love, charity, kindness, support - and fun -
enfolded us throughout our 4 days. Enormous heartfelt
thanks to Fr Raffaele and Fr Mario for their care,
inspiration and dedication, and to Anne Monaghan who
organised us all so kindly and with much humour.

Thank you so such for the kind words and flowers
presented to me at the end of the 11am Mass at Holy
Cross last Sunday. | was taken aback by the wonderful
surprise. Many thanks and God Bless. Elizabeth

i At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

i 31st May: Mass for the Sick & Housebound

i 3rd June: Meeting to discuss St Edward'’s
repository

{11th June:  CAFOD Fundraiser at St Edward’s
{14th June:  Parish Get2Gether Walk

i 1st-6th July: Parish Festival

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)
Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)

Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

TIMES A PRIEST WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET

Tuesdays: Fr Raffaele, 3.30pm-5.30pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Wednesdays: Fr Luca by appointment, 3.30pm-5.30pm,
Holy Cross Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Fridays: Fr Mario, 10am-12Noon, OLQA, Bishop's
Waltham;

Fridays: Fr Pietro, 11am-12.45pm, 26A Abbey
Water, Romsey.

Fridays: Fr Matteo, 11am-12.30pm, Holy Cross

Resource Centre, Eastleigh

OUR CHURCHES
St Ed - St Edward the Confessor
191-193, Winchester Rd, Chandlers Ford, SO53 2DU

OLQA - Our Lady Queen of Apostles
Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1DN
HC - Holy Cross Church

53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh, SO50 9DF

SSW - St Swithun Wells

Allington Lane, Fair Oak SO50 7DB

St A - St Andrew
Fleming Avenue, North, Baddesley SO52 9EP

St J - St Joseph
Abbey House Drive, Romsey, SO51 8YB




MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 31st | 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
May 2.00pm | St Edward & St Andrew Mass for the Sick & Housebound
Morning Mass: | 3.00pm | OLOA Mass for the Sick & Housebound
The Visitation | 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Susan Hart (Health & Wellbeing)
of th'e Blessed 6.00pm | OLQA
Virgin Mary 1 4.00pm | St Joseph Philip Jukes (Wellbeing)

6.30pm | St Edward Steve Chambers RIP
Sunday 1st 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward
9.00am | St Andrew
Seventh 9.30am |OLQA
Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Keith Small RIP
of Easter 11.00am | St Joseph Special Intention for Brenda Corbett
5.30pm | Holy Cross People of the Parish
Monday 2nd ] 9.30am | Holy Cross Arthur Mason RIP FM;
June Kate Mason RIP FM
Tues 3rd Jun | 10.00am | St Andrew
St Charles 6.00pm | St Edward Graham Owen RIP 3rd Anniversary
Lwanga &
Companions
Wed 4th 9.30am | Holy Cross Mr Pappachan RIP
June 10.00am | St Edward Agnes & John Walker RIP FM
Thursday 9.30am | Holy Cross Deceased Members of the Charleston, Foster & Catt Families
5th June FM
St Boniface 12 Noon | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph Hugh & Bridie Roddy RIP FM
Friday 6th 10.00am | St Joseph Gwen McCarthy RIP
June 10.00am | St Edward James & Jackie Finch (40th Wedding Anniversary)
12 Noon | OLQA
Saturday 7th ]9.30am | Holy Cross Holy Souls
June 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of the Parish
6.00pm | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph Sr Clare McCaffrey RIP
6.30pm | St Edward Kathleen Glackin RIP
Sunday 8th 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
June 9.00am | St Edward Skipton Leonard Haslam RIP
9.00am | St Andrew
Pentecost 9.30am | OLQA
Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Carmela Campese FM
11.00am | St Joseph
5.30pm | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles

Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,

SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

See newsletter main section for opening hours
Finance Administrator: Patricia Mitchell (interim basis)
Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk
Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow
Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk
Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan
Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com
Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




