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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
4th MAY 2025: THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

POPE FRANCIS

Two weeks ago we received the news that Pope Francis had passed away. It was difficult news for
many, and we were a little lost for a few days until the whole Church prayed for him at his funeral last
Saturday.

If we read the newspapers now, they are full of speculation about the next Pope and the future. |
prefer to leave that to the Holy Spirit and try to remember Pope Francis and his important legacy.

Unfortunately, | didn’t have the privilege of meeting him personally. The only time | saw him in person
was when | lived in Portugal and he came to Fatima for the canonisation of the little shepherds
Francisco and Jacinta. The Mass was glorious, and he spoke about our Mother Mary and the
importance of sacrifice. | remember that at the end he went to the sick and the disabled to bless them
with the Blessed Sacrament. He said: “l invite those of you who are sick to live your lives as a gift. Like
the little shepherds, tell Our Lady that you want to offer yourselves to God with all your heart.” |
could see there in action what mercy and compassion meant to him.

Among his trips, | remember in a special way his trip to Iraq. When | saw the photos of Pope Francis
among the ruins of Mosul, among people who had suffered so much from the inhuman actions of ISIS,
| could see that mercy means being present, being with those who suffer and bringing the balm of
reconciliation. He said: “Today, we reaffirm our conviction that fraternity is more durable than
fratricide, that hope is more powerful than hatred, that peace is more powerful than war.” “Build
bridges, not walls” is an exhortation he repeated many times over the last 12 years, and he tried to
encourage people to live it.

| also have in mind the photos of the Mass he celebrated in Dili, Timor Leste. Perhaps not everyone
knows that it is a small island near Indonesia. | have met many people from that country in my life. The
population is entirely Catholic and 600,000 people attended the Mass, half the population of the
island. The Pope was surprised to see so many children: “How many children you have! The people,
the best thing they have is the smile of their children. And a people that teaches its children to smile
is a people that has a future.” Pope Francis wanted to teach us love for the peripheries, for those who
live far away but who have much to teach us.

Finally, | would like to recall one of the lesser known texts of Pope Francis. It is not as popular as other
documents, but many say that he wrote it to clarify the origin of his teaching. It is the beautiful
encyclical Dilexit Nos on the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the last one he wrote. It is about Jesus’ human
love for us, which is the source of our energy, our mission, our life. “The eternal Son of God, in his
total transcendence, chose to love each one of us with a human heart. His human emotions became
the sacrament of this infinite and endless love.”

“His Heart, then, is not merely a symbol of a disembodied spiritual truth. It is the reality of God’s love
for all humanity, expressed in the feelings of a man.”

May the example and legacy of Pope Francis inspire us all for many years to come.

Fr Raffaele

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’'s GEM is “Pope Francis 1936-2025".
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the parish office by 10am on Wednesday
7th May 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 4th May 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: 3

&

PSALM RESPONSE: | WILL EXTOL YOU, LORD, FOR YOU HAVE RAISED ME UP.
1st reading Acts 5:27b-32,40b-41 Psalm 30 (29) 24 reading Revelation 5:11-14 Gospel John 21:1-19

Sunday 11th May 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: 4
PSALM RESPONSE: WE ARE HIS PEOPLE, THE SHEEP OF HIS FLOCK.
1t reading Acts 13:14,43-52 Psalm 100 (99) 2" reading Revelation 7:9,14b-17 Gospel John 10:27-30

PARISH GROUPS

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the H/Cross Resource Centre.

Learn to Pray with the Weekly Scripture Readings
Wednesdays at 11am in St Joseph’s Parish Centre,
26A Abbey Water, Romsey;

Thursdays at 10am in St Edward the Confessor
Church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please come along if you would like to grow in your life
of prayer by praying with the following Sunday’s Mass
readings. All are welcome.

Youth Groups (including First Holy

Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6)
Tuesdays 4pm-5.30pm, St Edward’s

Fridays 4.30pm-5.45pm, St Andrew'’s

Saturdays 10.30am-12pm, Holy Cross R/Centre

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) &

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm-8.30pm, Holy Cross Resource Centre
For more information about the groups please go to

our website: www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/
parishlife (scroll down to Youth Groups).

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community meet weekly at:

Holy Cross every Wednesday at 8pm;

St Edward’s every Thursday at 8pm.

For more information please click the link on the
homepage of our website. All are welcome!

Ark of Fellowship - Group for learning disabilities or
learning difficulties, their families and friends
Thursdays at 6.30pm in Holy Cross Resource Centre.
Interested in volunteering or know some young adults
who would like to join the group?

Contact: arkoffellowship.sswp@gmail.com

The Little Flowers Baby & Toddler Group

Meet on Wednesdays during term time from 10am in
Holy Cross Resource Centre. The group is for 0-4
years and their families. More information is on the
website or you can email: littleflowers.sswp@gmail.com

The Rosary will be prayed in Holy Cross
every Thursday at 9.00am (before Mass) during May.

Parish Get2Gether - Sunday 11th May, 1pm-4pm
Pavillion on the Park, 1 Kingfisher Road, SO50 9LH
An event for all of the parish, especially families.

We begin at 1pm, sharing a meal together followed by
some activities and a discussion. No cost, however we
kindly ask you to give a donation to cover the hire of
the Pavillion. Please bring some food,

beverages or cakes to share with others. Please can you
bring your own cups/plates/cutlery. To book your place
please go to our parish website and use the link you
find on the “Next main parish events” section.

Next Get2Gether: We will have a walk instead on
Saturday 14th June.

Good Companions - Our next gathering will be

at 12 Noon on Friday 16th May in St Edward’s
cloister. Please join us and enjoy some good company
and delicious food. Please telephone Tony Wilson on
02380 266617 so that we can get an indication of
numbers for catering purposes. Hope to see you there.

OLQA 'VE’ Singalong - Friday 23rd May, 7pm

All are welcome. Tickets: £5 each and includes soup,
bread and a complimentary drink. Dress for the occasion!
Please bring your own soup bowl and cutlery if you prefer.
Any queries to Marie Kemp on 07760 809640.

Please give a warm welcome to Amy Jordan who
starts her new role as Parish Communications & Events
Coordinator.

MESSAGES

i
Fire Warden Training - There will be a training
session for ALL fire wardens in the parish on Saturday
31st May 2025 at St Edward’s Cloister from 10am-
12noon. Please can you confirm your attendance by
16t May to accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk.

St Swithun Wells Church & CAFOD - This Easter we
have been able to donate £235 raised by the coffee
money. A big thanks to all who stay behind after Mass
on Saturdays!

Message regarding World Day of Prayer

Would you like to join a friendly group that arranges
the annual World Day of Prayer? It is a very rewarding
experience. Each year Christian women from a
different country around the world write the service
which highlights knowledge of their country and
features a phrase from the Bible. The service explains
some issues they face, their prayers and some
solutions Contact: jocelynhalfpenny@yahoo.co.uk

Message from Right to Life

Assisted suicide Bill - less than 2 weeks left!

The report stage of the assisted suicide Bill is 16th May.
It is vital that you contact your MP urgently about this
issue. Please take action now and visit
www.righttolife.org.uk/ASVote to email your MP - it
takes just 30 seconds! If you have the time, please also
visit your MP - you can arrange a meeting now by
visiting www.righttolife.org.uk/meetyourMP
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Significant Wedding Anniversary Mass

Are you celebrating a 25%, 30t, 40t, 50t, 60t or
anniversary over 60 years? If so, Bishop Philip would like
to invite you to a Mass of celebration. This will take
place at St Bede's church in Basingstoke on Saturday
21t June at 11am. This will be followed by a buffet
lunch. It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and
witness to Marriage. Please send an email to
anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk to request a
form for you to complete and return. Alternatively
please contact Sarah or Fiona in the Parish Office.
Please note the email address is not monitored daily
and you may have to wait for a reply, so please be
patient. To help celebrate the occasion please could
you provide a COPY of your Wedding photograph, you
can upload it when you return the form. Again, if you
have no access to the internet you can post a COPY
along with completed form by post to:

St Bede's Parish Office, Popley Way, Basingstoke,
RG24 9DX.

Please mark the envelope “Significant Wedding Mass".

Upcoming Weddings - We pray for the couples in our
parish who will be getting married at St Joseph'’s church
on Saturday 3rd May at 11am - Jack Fisher & Alba
Gonzalez Garcia and on Saturday 3rd May at 1.30pm -
Andrew Drury & Eleanor Prinsep. Congratulations to
them all!

Stars of Abraham & Baptisms - Congratulations to
some of our children of Stars of Abraham and their
siblings who are going to be baptised this Sunday at
3pm in Holy Cross church or 11am in St Joseph church.

Confirmation - Saturday 17th May at 11am in

St John's Cathedral, Portsmouth. Please pray for our
teenagers who are going to be confirmed and for their
families.

Upcoming Funerals

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Katherine
Brooks and for her family. Katherine’s Funeral Mass
takes place on Tuesday 6th May at 12.30pm in Holy
Cross, Eastleigh.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Robert Scarr
and for his family. Robert’s Funeral Service takes place
on Tuesday 6th May at 12.30pm in St Edward'’s
church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Josephine Kyte
and for her family. Jo's Funeral Mass takes place on
Thursday 8th May at 11.30am in St Joseph'’s church,
Romsey.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Peter Hooper
who passed away on 8th March and for his family. He
has now rejoined his wife Anne, who passed away in
June 2023. Peter’'s Funeral Mass takes place on Friday
9th May at 11.30am in St Joseph’s church, Romsey.
The family would like parishioners to be aware that
donations in Peter's memory, in lieu of flowers, are to
go to the RSPB at https://peter-hooper-1932-
2025.MuchLoved.com

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary
Holder and for her family. Mary’s Funeral Mass takes
place on Friday 9th May at 11.30am in

i
St Edward’s church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Henri
Kembhadjian and for his family. Henri’s Funeral Service
takes place at 12 Noon on Wed 21st May at Holy
Family Church, Welwyn Garden City. All are welcome.

Mass for the Sick & Housebound

Saturday 31st May at 2pm in St Edward’s, OLQA &
St Andrew’s Churches. There will be a special Mass in
which we will pray for the sick and housebound of our
Parish. During the Mass it will be possible to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. All who are sick,
elderly, facing surgery, or seeking the gift of God's
healing are welcome to participate. The whole Parish
will be invited to join in prayer for those who are sick
and for their caregivers.

Upcoming Second Collections: Clergy Training Fund
Next weekend on 10th/11th May.

St Swithun Wells Catholic Primary School - Vacancy
EYFS/Year 1 Teacher (Part-Time)

We are seeking an excellent class teacher to join our
school for one year maternity cover, starting in
September 2025. Closing date for applications:

9th May 2025. For more information please go to:
https://www.st-swithunwells.org.uk/vacancies/

Caritas & CAFOD: Laudato Si’ 10th Anniversary
Saturday 10th May 2025, St Peter’s, Winchester from
10am-1pm. For more info and to register please visit:
https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk everyone welcome!

: At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

: 11th May: Parish Get2Gether

: 16th May: Good Companions

:23rd May:  VE Singalong at OLQA

: 31st May: Mass for the Sick & Housebound

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)
Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)

Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

TIMES A PRIEST WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET

Tuesdays: Fr Raffaele, 3.30pm-5.30pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Wednesdays: Fr Luca by appointment, 3.30pm-5.30pm,
Holy Cross Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Fridays: Fr Mario, 10am-12 Noon, OLQA, Bishop's
Waltham;

Fridays: Fr Pietro, 11am-12.45pm, 26A Abbey
Water, Romsey.

Fridays: Fr Matteo, 11am-12.30pm, Holy Cross

Resource Centre, Eastleigh
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 3rd |9.30am | Holy Cross Clergy of St Swithun Wells Parish (Special Intention)
May 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells
Morning Mass: | 6.00pm | OLQA
Ss Philip & 6.00pm | St Joseph Dr Clare Fearon (Wellbeing)

James 6.30pm | St Edward Rosemary Oxby RIP

Sunday 4th 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta

May 9.00am | St Edward Jan & Helena Gaca RIP
9.00am | St Andrew vy & Ted Bowerman RIP

Third Sunday ]9.30am |OLQA

of Easter 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Christine Watson & Chloe Godding RIP Anniversary
11.00am | St Joseph Peter Hooper RIP & Family
5.30pm | Holy Cross People of the Parish

Mon 5th May | 9.30am | Holy Cross Holy Souls RIP

Tuesday 10.00am | St Andrew

6th May 12.30pm | St Edward Funeral Service: Robert Scarr RIP
12.30pm | Holy Cross Funeral Mass: Katherine Brooks RIP
6.00pm ]St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM

Wed 7th May | 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
10.00am | St Edward Kathleeen Mary Boaden FM

Thursday 9.30am | Holy Cross Siobhan Waters FM

8th May 11.30am | St Joseph Funeral Mass: Josephine Kyte RIP
12 Noon | OLQA Margaret Daly & Joseph O’Shea RIP
6.00pm | St Joseph Mary Reilly RIP

Friday 9th 10.00am | St Joseph

May 10.00am | St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM
11.30am | St Edward Funeral Mass: Mary Holder RIP
11.30am | St Joseph Funeral Mass: Peter Hooper RIP
12 Noon | OLQA

Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross

10th May 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Peter & Catherine Avery (Diamond Wedding Anniversary)
6.00pm | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph People of the Parish
6.30pm | St Edward Pat Slavin RIP

Sunday 11th | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta

May 9.00am | St Edward Ossie Carr RIP FM
9.00am |St Andrew Doris Bonello RIP Anniversary

Fourth 9.30am |OLQA

Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Michael Nolan RIP

of Easter 11.00am | St Joseph Josie Tew RIP Anniversary
5.30pm | Holy Cross Zaki & Marie Hanna Hayek RIP

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: |speziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882
Opening Times: Mon-Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm;

Fri 9.30am-2.30pm (see newsletter for changes).

Holy Cross Resource Centre & Finance Admin: Fiona Mooney

Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk
Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan
Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




