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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
30th MAY 2021: THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

Trinity Sunday

The Trinity is the central, foundational doctrine of our entire Christian faith, yet our attempts to
understand it fail because it is a 'mystery'. Should we presume to try to breach this mystery? If we
could, how would it transform our relationship with God and renew our lives?

In the very first verse of Genesis we read: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters”. The Greek for “Spirit of God” is “ruach elohim”. The word
‘ruach’ means wind, breath or spirit and is feminine!

In the first three centuries (CE) the church did not really worry too much about the Trinity. The Father,
Son and Spirit were kind of assumed to be there. Early Christians were more concerned to
understand the relationship between Jesus and God. The actual doctrine of the Trinity was finalised
in the councils of Nicea (325) and Constantinople (381) which is where we get our present day
“Creed”. Having attempted to “define” the Trinity in the year 325, we have spent the next 1696
years trying to unravel it!

The American Franciscan, Richard Rohr (who also portrays the Spirit as feminine) writes in “The Divine
Dance”:

Read the prologue to John's gospel, and every time you see the term “Word”, or “Logos”, substitute
“Relationship” or “Blueprint” instead, and it would really help you get the message. “In the
beginning was the Relationship”, or “In the beginning was the Blueprint”. It crescendos in when the
text might be translated as “And when the Blueprint took shape”, or “The Relationship became
visible”, which is enacted when the spirit descends on Jesus and a voice is heard “You are my
beloved child in whom | am well pleased”. This exact model of relationship is then intended to be
passed on to us in what Jesus calls “The baptism of the Holy Spirit”. The Holy Spirit is the love
relationship between the Father and the Son. This relationship is gratuitously given to us! Or better,
we are included inside this love.

At Pentecost the Father sent the Spirit to make Jesus present, again, for all time. God works through
Jesus and Jesus works through us. God does not leave us alone. We are made in the image and
likeness of God and held for ever in God’s love. This is what God does, this is what God is.

Richard Rohr explores how early Christians applied the Greek verb “perichoresis” to the mystery of
the Trinity. The best translation of this odd-sounding word is “dancing”. Our word choreography
comes from the same root. Whatever is going on in God is a flow, it is an activity — it is like a dance.

“| am the Lord of the dance said he!” God is the dance, and He invites us to be a part of it.

Are we ready to join in?

Deacon Bob Birtles

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is “Christianity and the Modern World” by Bishop Barron, you can find this on our
homepage. If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

Newsletter items should be received into the Parish Office by Wednesday 9:30am




READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 6TH JUNE (CORPUS CHRISTI):

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS

Sunday 30th May 2021: Year B - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper
PSALM RESPONSE: HAPPY THE PEOPLE THE LORD HAS CHOSEN AS HIS OWN.
READINGS: 1% reading: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40 Psalm: 32 2" reading: Romans 8:14-17 Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

&

READINGS: 1% reading: Exodus 24:3-8 Psalm: 115 2" reading: Hebrews 9:11-15 Gospel: Mark 14:12-16, 22-26

Parish Get2Together
Sunday 30th May, 1-4pm
Pavillion on the Park, 1 Kingfisher Road, SO50 9LH
Eastleigh. An event for all the parish.

Cost: £10 per table to be paid on the day to cover
expenses. Please bring your own food, drinks, cups/
plates/cutlery (it is like a picnic), and remember to wear
a mask (except when you are at your table). To book a
table please go to our parish website, you will need to
give the 6 names filling the table.

Come and See Holiday Activities

We are pleased to announce this Summer we are
running the following activities for young people:
August 2021 Summer Club (Age 7-14)

St Edward’s Cloister, Chandlers Ford

Mon 9th; Wed 11th; Fri 13th

Mon 16th; Wed 18th; Fri 20th

August 2021 Summer Camp (Age 11-18)
OLQA Hall, Bishops Waltham
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th

For more information and how to book & pay for your
place please go to:
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/comeandsee
Alternatively, please email Fr Luca and Fr Marco at:
comeandsee.sswp@gmail.com

Cultural Fridays - Friday 11th June, 8pm
The focus will be on Frankenstein by Mary Shelley.
Please go to our website for more information.

MESSAGES

K PARISH GROUPS s
Stars of Abraham (school years 3-6) Communion & Liberation Groups
Meet in person: Fr Luca’s Group meet every Wednesday, for more
Tues, 4.00pm-5.30pm in St Edward’s Cloister; information please click the link on the homepage of
Tues, 4.15pm-5.45pm in St Andrew; our website.
Sat, 10.30am-Noon in Holy Cross Resource Fr Raffaele’s Group meet every Thursday at 8pm in
Centre. St Edward’s cloister.
;E::Lg;ni;zromnogjrlEiongzsgee_dmk the Stars of Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)
If you would like to be baptised, confirmed or
Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8. 9) received into the Catholic Church (or know more about
Meet in person on Saturdays in the Holy Cross the Catholic faith) please email Deacon Paul Owen:
Resource Centre, 2-4pm. To join and for more info ~ Powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
please click the Grail Seekers Icon on our homepage.  alternatively please speak to a priest. The next group
will start in September 2021.
Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form) .
Meet in person on Friday evenings at 6.30pm in Holy FeIIowshlp Group . .
Cross Resource Centre. If you would like to There will be no.Fellow.sh|p Group Meeting on Wed
attend please book your place on our website by ?nd Jung. Meetings will resume on 9th thne. For more
clicking the Student Youth Icon on our homepage. mfgrma‘uon please contact Deacon Bob Birtles:
bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
K3

©
Coffee Stop at Holy Cross LJ
There will be no coffee/tea after Mass on Thursday 3rd
June during the Spring Half Term holiday. It will
reopen on Thursday 10th June, 10am-11.30am.
Thank you to everyone who came to support us on 20th
May. It was lovely to see so many people there and
please continue to support us.

Upcoming Funeral

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Brian
Sainsbury and his family. Brian’s Funeral Service takes
place at Holy Cross on Thursday 3rd June at 12.30pm.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Allan Barltrop
and his family. Allan’s Funeral Service takes place at
Holy Cross on Wednesday 23rd June at 11.30pm.

Parish Office
Please note the Parish Office will be closed on Friday
4th June.

Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of England & Wales
A Pastoral Letter about the Environment has been
issued jointly by all the Bishops of England and Wales.
To read it please go to:
https://mailchi.mp/portsmouthdiocese/pastoral-letter-
on-the-environment
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Important Message from CAFOD

This year, the UK will host the ‘COP26’ climate talks in
Glasgow in November. Many of the world’s poorest
countries are struggling to cope with the effects of
climate change, such as increased droughts, floods and
cyclones. We need world leaders to put the poorest
people at the heart of their talks and the UK has a
critical role to play as host. Please sign our petition to
the Prime Minister at:
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Reclaim-our-common-
home

There are also petition cards available in the church
entrance if you would prefer to sign one of these and
then post it back to CAFOD. A group from the parish
are planning to meet with our local MPs online to let
them know how strongly we feel as Catholics about
protecting our earth and helping our sisters and
brothers around the world. The following people are
meeting with MPs in each of the constituencies:

Eastleigh: Deidre Fairman
fairmans@@ntlworld.com

Meon Valley: Maureen Thompson
maureen.t@live.co.uk

Winchester: Steve & Beth Taylor
sctaylor@win.eclipse.co.uk

Romsey & Southampton North: Jo Lewry
jlewry@cafod.org.uk

An Opportunity For Prayer

For over a year now we have been meeting once a
fortnight, on Zoom, to pray. This grew out of the
"Candlelight Prayer Group" which has met in the
parish, in various guises, for very many years. We have
kept the same name in this new form. The prayer is
quiet and meditative (though we like to use music when
appropriate and possible). Marion and Bob lead the

i
prayer and there is an opportunity for participants
to mention intentions should they wish. The prayer
begins at 7.30pm and the session lasts 45 minutes. The
Zoom format enables people from all over the parish
and beyond to take part. Though for some this is a
regular commitment, others just come occasionally and
as each session stands alone, all are welcome anytime.
The Zoom link is sent out to the list of people
interested on the morning of meeting - next date
Monday 7th June. If you would like to be on the list,
or would like more information, please send a message
to bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Marion and Bob Birtles

St Swithun Wells Parish requires a Part-Time
Housekeeper for the clergy in Eastleigh

The position will be based in Eastleigh, and involves
housekeeping support to the parish clergy; dealing with
house cleaning, laundry for the clergy and house;
grocery shopping and cooking of some meals.

We require an enthusiastic, discreet and self-motivated
person sympathetic to the ministry and mission of the
Catholic Church. Good communication skills are a must
and a flexible and positive attitude is required. The role
promises a varied and interesting workload.

The job is part-time (7 hours per week to be worked
Tuesday 09.30am to 12.30pm and Thursday/Friday
9.30am to 1.30pm) with a salary of £3,535.30 per
annum (FTE £17,672.20). For more details and an
application form please see the parish website
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk or contact the Parish
Office (stswparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; tel:
02380 273882).

The closing date for applications is 12 noon on
Sunday 20th June 2021.

Interviews will then be held the following week. The
intention is that the successful applicant will start week
commencing 28th June 2021.

LIVE STREAMED MASS, BOOKING SYSTEM & CONFESSION

Live Streamed Mass

All of the Masses from Holy Cross & the Sunday Mass at
OLQA are live streamed. To join please go to our parish
website www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

For details of all of our Public Masses please see the
timetable on the back page of the newsletter.

To reserve a seat at Mass in St Joseph, Romsey
e Saturday Vigil Mass 6.00pm
To reserve a seat for the Saturday Mass please
contact Teresa Rayment from Wed to Friday
(Tel: 01794 513528 / teresarayment@tiscali.co.uk).
e Sunday 11.00am
To reserve a seat for the Sunday Mass please
contact Joanna Russell from Wed through to Friday
(Tel: 07917 802814 / joanna@silvasmiths.co.uk).

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward’s - after Mass (6.30-7.30pm)
Thursday: St Joseph'’s - before Mass (5.00-6.00pm)

CONFESSION
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Tuesdays: 6.30pm-7.30pm St Edward
Tuesdays: 10.30am St Andrew
Saturdays: 10.00am OLQA

10.00am-10.30am Holy Cross

5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sundays: 8.30am-9.00am St Andrew

TIMES A PRIEST WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET
Tuesdays: Fr Raffaele, 3.30pm-5.30pm, Holy
Cross Resource Centre (back of Holy
Cross Church), Eastleigh
Fr Luca, 4.00pm-6.00pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre (back of Holy Cross
Church), Eastleigh
Fr Raffaele, 11.30am-12.30pm, Parish
Office (26 Abbey Water), Romsey

Fr Marco, 9.30am-12.30pm, Parish
Office (26 Abbey Water), Romsey

Wednesdays:

Fridays:

Saturdays:
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 29th May 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed)
9.30am OLQA
5.00pm St Swithun Wells For the People of the Parish
6.00pm St Joseph Heidi Drummond (Well-being)
6.00pm OLQA
6.30pm St Edward Eric Warne RIP & Past and Present Musicians of our Parish
Sunday 30th 8.30am Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
May 9.00am St Edward
9.00am St Andrew
The Most Holy 9.30am OLQA (also Live Streamed)
Trinity 10.30am St Edward
11.00am St Joseph Rosina Ceresa RIP
11.00am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) | Chloe Godding RIP
Mon 31st May 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) | Edel Tarrant (Special Intention - Good Health)
The Visitation of the Souls of Elias Dsouza & family RIP
Blessed Virgin Mary
Tues 1st June 10.00am St Andrew
St Justin 6.00pm St Edward Bridget Baker RIP
Wed 2nd June 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) | Arthur Mason RIP FM
10.00am St Edward Anthony & Pauline Wilson (65th Wedding Anniversary)
7.30pm OLQA
Thurs 3rd June 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) | Kate Mason RIP FM
St Charles Lwanga & 12.00 Noon | OLQA
Companions 6.00pm St Joseph
Friday 4th June 9.30am OLQA
10.00am St Joseph Hugh & Bridie Roddy RIP Anniversary
10.00am St Edward Agnes & John Walker RIP FM
Sat 5th June 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) | Deceased Members of the Charleston, Foster & Catt families FM
St Boniface 9.30am OLQA
5.00pm St Swithun Wells
6.00pm St Joseph
6.00pm OLQA
6.30pm St Edward For the People of the Parish
Sunday 6th 8.30am Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
June 9.00am St Edward
9.00am St Andrew Margaret Martindale RIP
Corpus Christi 9.30am OLQA (also Live Streamed)
(The Body & Blood 10.30am St Edward Keith Small RIP
of Christ) 11.00am St Joseph Marie & Allan Johnson (40th Wedding Anniversary)
11.00am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) | Edel Altman (Special Intention)
K CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE
Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest) Deacon Paul Owen
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Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest) Deacon Paul Wilson )
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