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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
13th JULY 2025: FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A PARISH FESTIVAL FULL OF HOPE

We held our 2025 Parish Festival last week. It was a great experience, with lots of different events. | was
personally very happy with how it went; many people contributed in various ways, and lots of people
participated.

We began the week with a prayer for vocations during Mass, followed by confessions. This is the best way to
start anything. Prayer puts us in the right position and helps us to focus on what is most needed, such as
vocations to the Holy Orders.

On Wednesday, we were blessed with the presence of the wonderful pianist Ming Wilson, who lives in Oxford
and is married to Maria. Some of you may remember her singing in St Edward’s and Holy Cross during the time
of the pandemic. When Ming played Bach’s Concerto in D minor, Il Adagio, we were simply transported to
heaven - this is the power of music, it elevates the soul to God. The choirs of Holy Cross and St Edward'’s were
also superb, singing three songs. It was truly a celebration of joy and hope. Pilgrims of Hope!

On Friday, five friends came from London to talk about the life and legacy of Cicely Saunders. These friends
have been touched by Cicely’s life and have put together an exhibition about her. Jill is one of them and works
in a hospice. The exhibition is still at St Edward’s and you can visit it when the church is open (every day from
9.30am to 4pm). It was inspiring to learn about Cicely’s passion for every single person and how she began the
hospice movement in the last century. For Cicely, true friendship, like true care, is about presence. Not fixing,
not solving - just being. It's a powerful message for us all. You can find the recording of the meeting on our
website.

The day after, we participated in St Swithun Wells School Fayre, where we organised a football tournament for
children, teenagers and adults. Interestingly, the adult tournament was the most successful. Four adult teams
played in the afternoon and some parishioners brought friends to play, too. Everyone had a great time!
Nobody got injured, which was a great result!

On Sunday, we held our popular parish BBQ. Due to the unpredictable weather, we held it at our school. | am
convinced that God inspired me to change the venue, as at 2 pm the heavens opened and it poured with rain.
We were all soaked, but it didn’t matter - we went indoors straight away and the party continued. The children
were enchanted by the magician, the face painting and the games, and afterwards Emmanuel, our future
deacon, told us a bit about himself. As he spoke about service, | thought about all the people who made our
parish festival possible by serving the community, some of them in a hidden way.

The final event was a performance by our new band, which includes teenagers and adults. Most of the
equipment was donated by parishioners. The result was wonderful. We danced for more than an hour and
finished the afternoon singing Amazing Grace. It was really the grace of God, together with the engagement

and passion of all of you, that made the whole week possible!

See you at next year's Parish Festival!

Fr Raffaele

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is ‘You Matter’ the Life of Cicely Saunders
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
16th July 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 13th July 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week 3

&

PSALM RESPONSE: SEEK GOD, YOU WHO ARE POOR, AND YOUR HEARTS WILL REVIVE .
15t reading Deuteronomy 30:10-14 Psalm 69 (68) 2 reading Colossians 1:15-20 Gospel Luke 10:25-37

Sunday 20th July 2025: YEAR C - YEAR 1- PSALTER WEEK 4

PSALM RESPONSE: O LORD, WHO MAY ABIDE IN YOUR TENT?

1st reading Genesis 18:1-10a Psalm 15 (14) 2" reading Colossians 1:24-28 Gospel Luke 10:38-42

MESSAGES

A Liturgy for Peace - As we watch the horrific images
on TV of people affected by war, we are offering an
opportunity to gather together to pray for peace in our
troubled world. Pope Leo has said that peace building
is a task, “entrusted to all”. You are invited to join us at
St Swithun Wells Church Fair Oak on Monday 14th
July at 7pm. Our short service will be followed by
refreshments and all are welcome.

Upcoming Funerals - Please pray for the repose of the
soul of Eileen Tunstall and her family. Eileen’s Funeral
Mass takes place on Friday 11th July at 1.30pm in
Holy Cross.

Good Companions - Our next gathering is at 12 Noon
on Friday 11th July 2025 in St. Edward's cloister.
Anyone who feels in need of some friendly company
with delicious food is welcome to join us. If you have
any queries please contact Tony Wilson on

02380 266617. We look forward to seeing you.

Message from Emmanuel Chituh - | will be ordained
as a Deacon in the Cathedral on 26th July at 11am
and | would greatly appreciate your presence on this
occasion to pray for and with me. If you are unable to
attend, but would like to watch and participate, the
Mass will be live-streamed:
www.portsmouthcatholiccathedral.org.uk/livemass/
There is limited parking at the Cathedral, which is
chargeable when you leave, but other car parks are
available nearby at Cascades Shopping Centre and
Stanhope Road. Parking at the Cathedral is on a first
come, first served basis. There are two disabled parking
spaces.

After the Mass, | invite everyone to join me for
refreshments at the Cathedral’s Discovery Centre. |
have also arranged a main reception at The Pavilion In
The Park, Eastleigh at 3.30pm and would love for all
of you to be there. Your presence would make the
event even more special!

Please also join me for Thanksgiving Masses at 9am in
St Edward and 11am at Holy Cross on 27 July.
Thank you immensely for your support in this journey.

CAFOD "Cancel the Debt Choose Hope” petition
As a Parish we have been asked to sign the world wide
petition about the debt crisis impacting the world’s
poorest countries. The petitions will be available for
parishioners to sign in each church the weekend of
the 12th/13th July. Please support this initiative.

i
Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Housekeeper
Part-time 5.25 hours per week ideally Tuesday &
Friday mornings. Salary £3,333.33 per annum (£12.21
per hour). Working at the Parish House, Holy Cross
Church, Eastleigh and reporting to the parish priest.
Role purpose: To provide cleaning and catering to the
priests. No formal qualifications are required but
general housekeeping experience and ability to prepare
and cook food hygienically. A full job description can be
found on our parish website. Please send a CV and
covering letter outlining your relevant experience and
reasons for applying to HR at
recruiment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. Please state

Parish Housekeeper in the headline of your email.
Closing date: Sunday 20 July 2025 at 10pm.

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Administrator
Part-time 15 hours per week to be split over three
days - working pattern to be agreed at interview.
Salary £9,523.80. Are you an experienced
Administrator with secretarial, bookkeeping and
accounts knowledge, looking for a role where your skills
can make a real difference? St Swithun Wells Parish is
seeking a Parish Secretary to be working in the Parish
office, Holy Cross Church, Eastleigh and reporting to
the Parish Priest.

Role purpose:

e Provide administrative support to the Parish Priest
and clergy.

e Act as the first point of contact for parishioners,
visitors, and external inquiries.

Manage church & Mass intention diaries.

Coordinate funeral and wedding bookings, including
diary management and invoicing.

e Manage some of our parish hall booking calendars.

Maintain and update parish records, including
PAMIS parishioner database, sacramental registers,
and schedules.

® Prepare and distribute the weekly Parish Newsletter
and other parish communications.
A full job description and application pack can be found
on our parish website. Please send a CV and covering
letter outlining your relevant experience and reasons
for applying for the role to HR at:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Please state Parish Administrator in the headline of your
email. Closing date for applications: Sunday 13th
July 2025 at 10pm. Early applications are advised, as
we may close this advertisement before the closing
date stated.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Leavers’ Mass - On Friday 11 July at 10am in St
Edward, St Swithun Wells primary school children of
Year 6 will be present to celebrate their leavers’ Mass.
Please come to pray for them.

Musicians required - do you play guitar, piano or
other instruments? Would you like to help in one of our
Masses or events? We are looking to find additional
musical volunteers. If you are interested in helping
please contact Fr Raffaele at:
rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Message from Fr Pietro and Band - Dear parishioners,
On behalf of all the musicians in the Teen Band and
Basement, | would like to thank you for your generous
support of our parish's music project. The two small
concerts that we have just concluded provided an
opportunity for us to experience the beauty and joy of
our friendship and fellowship with you. We now have a
complete sound system, and | hope that you will soon
be able to enjoy it. Thank you!

Second Collection This Weekend

Stella Maris the Catholic Church’s maritime charity
12th & 13th July

This year Sea Sunday is Sunday 13 July, a day for
people to come together to pray for seafarers and
fishers, and thank them for the vital role they play in all
of our lives. Seafarers and fishers are essential to our
daily lives, yet they often endure challenging and
dangerous working conditions. The number of crews
being abandoned by their employers remains
alarmingly high. Ongoing global conflicts are putting
seafarers at greater risk, and many are facing increased
stress and declining mental health. Stella Maris,
formerly known as the Apostleship of the Sea, is the
Catholic Church’s maritime ministry. Its dedicated
chaplains offer both practical assistance and pastoral
support to seafarers and fishers across the UK and
around the world. This Sea Sunday, your gifts and
prayers will help seafarers and fishers get the support
they need. For more information visit: portsmouthdio-
cese.org.uk/sea-sunday-2025/

Come & See Summer Holiday Club (7-14yrs)

Monday 4th - Friday 8th August 8.30am-3.30pm

St Edward’s Cloister (Activities will start at 9am and
finish at 3pm). Cost: £10 per day, £5 for additional
children/siblings.

Spaces are limited. For any enquiries please contact:
comeandsee@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk.

For more information and to book your child’s place
please go to the parish website. Please only book if
you are sure your child is going to attend, thank you.

The Diocese is looking for new Trustees to serve on
The Diocesan Finance Council with experience in
finance, safeguarding, social work, or strategic
planning. For more information please contact
tdarlison@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

i3

Changes to Mass in July - Frs Raffaele, Luca, Mario,
Matteo & Pietro will be at their formation from 14th to
20th July. There will be no weekday Masses apart from
at St Edward on Wednesday 16th July and Holy
Cross on Thursday 17th July.

Deacon Paul Owen and Deacon John di Meo will
celebrate a Liturgy of the Word with distribution of Holy
Communion following the normal church timetable for
St Edward, Holy Cross, St Andrew and St Joseph. There
will still be Eucharistic Adoration at St Edward on
Tuesday 15th, Holy Cross on Wednesday 16th and at
St Joseph on Thursday 17th. There will be no times
available to meet our priests. Tea & coffee will carry on
as usual.

Parish Office Closures - Christina, our Finance
Administrator, will be on holiday from 16th July to 29th
July. Next week the office will close at 4.30pm on
Wednesday 16th July, 2.30pm on Thursday 17th July
and will be closed on Friday 18th July.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or
know more about the Catholic faith) please either email
Dcn Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
alternatively please speak to a priest.

The Divine Mercy Apostolate London - is holding a
Celebration of St Faustina Birthday at Aylesford Priory,
Aylesford, Kent on Bank Holiday Monday 25 August
2025 from 10.30am to 4pm. The reflection day will
include teachings on the Message of Divine Mercy, Holy
Mass, Hour of Mercy with Stations of the Cross,
Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the
Image of Merciful Jesus. Call Millie on 07957594646 for
more information. All welcome.

Collection for Emmanuel Chituh - We are organising a
collection for Emmanuel to present him with a gift after
his ordination. If you wish to contribute please either
give your donation in an envelope marked Emmanuel’s
Gift and hand into the parish office or pay by bank
transfer to the main Parish Account:

Account name: CDP ST SWITHUN WELLS. Sort code:
30-93-04, A/c No: 01786599 Ref: Emmanuel’s Gift

At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events
14th July: Liturgy for Peace
26th-27th July: Emmanuel’s ordination & Masses

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: No Confession (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: No Confession (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass)  OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass) St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 12th July | 9.30am ] Holy Cross K J Peter RIP (8th Anniversary)
5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of the Parish
6.00pm ]JOLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph
6.30pm | St Edward Jan Szczetnikowicz RIP Anniversary
Sunday 13th | 8.30am |Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
July 9.00am ]St Edward Intentions of The Layzell Family
9.00am St Andrew Jean & Frank Reavey RIP Anniversary
Fifteenth 9.30am loLoaA People of the Parish
Sunday In 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Diane Lopez RIP Anniversary
Ordinary 11.00am | St Joseph Tony Porter RIP Anniversary
Time 5.30pm | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
Mon 14th 9.30am ] Holy Cross Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
July
Tues 15th 10.00am | St Andrew Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
July 6.00pm | St Edward Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
St Swithun,
Bishop of
Winchester
Wed 16th 9.30am | Holy Cross Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
July 10.00am | St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM
Thurs 17th 9.30am ] Holy Cross Angela Speight RIP FM
July st 12 Noon | OLQA NO MASS
Bonaventure |6.00pm | St Joseph Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
Fri 18th July | 10.00am | St Joseph Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
10.00am | St Edward Liturgy of The Word & Distribution of Holy Communion
12 Noon | OLQA NO MASS
Sat 19th July ] 9.30am | Holy Cross Anne Clayton-Smith RIP FM
5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Jim Queen RIP
6.00pm JOLQA Joanna Bubien RIP Anniversary
6.00pm | St Joseph Ron & Sheila Rhymer RIP Anniversary
6.30pm | St Edward Bryan George Dolbear FM
Sunday 20th ]8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
July 9.00am ]St Edward Jesus Collantes (Wellbeing)
9.00am St Andrew Vincent Curmi RIP Anniversary
Sixteenth 9.30am loLoA People of the Parish
Sunday in 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) |Johnn Michaels RIP 5th Anniversary
Ordinary 11.00am | St Joseph Cecilia Harris RIP Anniversary
Time 5.30pm | Holy Cross James Boyle (Intention for His Ordination)

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Please see revised times in newsletter.
Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji

Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: interim - Patricia Mitchell

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan

Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk



