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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
5th DECEMBER 2021: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Story of Rose Busingye

During this Advent | would like to share with you the story of Rose from Uganda, Africa. Rose
Busingye is a nurse founder of Meeting Point International, a Ugandan NGO serving people from the
slums of Kampala affected by HIV/AIDS.

She began her medical career after experiencing the horrors of war in North Uganda, where people
died from lack of basic medical care. After training as a nurse and midwife in Kampala, she spent two
years in Europe studying infectious diseases, heart surgery and maternity care. Returning to Uganda in
1992, she started curing people affected by HIV/AIDS. At that time she noticed her patients were
extremely distressed, they didn’t want to take the medicines which she gave them, they preferred to
throw them away and let themselves die. The children in particular didn't want to go to school or to
be helped. Rose was shocked and didn’t understand why this was happening.

It was only after she met a priest called Fr Luigi Giussani, that she understood more. Through him
Rose met Jesus Christ is a new and fresh way. She once said, “When | met Fr Giussani, it seemed that
he'd been waiting just for me for who knows how long. | arrived there with the intention of setting out
all my problems but on seeing him at the door all my tangled thoughts melted away, and | couldn’t
say anything. Fr Giussani told me candidly, ‘But just think, Rose, even if you were the only person in
the universe, God would have come all the same to die for you! Only for you!’ | was amazed. The idea
that God saves a poor wretch like me, that God would come to earth just for me, this is something
that moves me every time | think of it. When | left his office, | went out on wings. | repeated to myself:
but if a person, a human being, limited like me, loves me so much, then who knows how much God
does!”

Through this exceptional encounter Rose discovered that Jesus Christ was the meaning of her life, the
One who gives value to the lives of all human beings.

When Rose went back to her patients, she started telling them about Jesus Christ, repeating to them
the same sentence Fr Giussani had told her, “Even if you were the only person in the universe, God
would have come all the same to die for you.” And the miracle happened. Those people affected by
HIV started to flourish, to take their medicines, and to follow Rose’s medical advice. Rose understood
what had been wrong in her method before. Only when people discover that their life has meaning, a
value, a dignity, they want to live. What had changed her life was changing her patients as well.

Rose’s story strikes me every time | hear it and helps me to understand who the One is we are waiting
for in Advent. He is the One who saves us, whose love gives us our value, dignity and the desire to live
life to the full.

Fr Raffaele

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is a short video by Bishop Barron, The Three Comings of Christ - you can find this
on our homepage. If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 9.30am on Wednesday 8th December, please
email your messages/notices to: stswparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




LITURGICAL INDICATIONS

Sunday 5th December 2021: Year C - Year 2 - Psalter Week: 2

&

PsALM RESPONSE: WHAT MARVELS THE LORD WORKED FOR US! INDEED WE WERE GLAD.

READINGS: 1+t reading: Baruch 5:1-9 Psalm: 125 2nd reading: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2021:

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

READINGS: 15t reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18a Psalm:Is 12 20d reading: Philippians 4:4-7 Gospel: Luke 3:10-18

PARISH GROUPS

Stars of Abraham (school years 3-6) Meet in person:
Tues, 4.00pm-5.30pm in St Edward’s Cloister;
Tues, 4.15pm-5.45pm in St Andrew;

Sat, 10.30am-Noon in Holy Cross Resource
Centre.

To join and for more info please click the Stars of
Abraham Icon on our homepage.

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9)

Meet in person on Saturdays in St Edward,
2.00-4.00pm. To join and for more info please click
the Grail Seekers Icon on our homepage.

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Meet in person on Friday evenings at 6.30pm in Holy
Cross Resource Centre. If you would like to
attend please book your place on our website by
clicking the Student Youth Icon on our homepage.

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community in Holy Cross meets every
Wednesday, for more information please click the
link on the homepage of our website. All are welcome!

School of Community in St Edward meets every
Thursday at 8pm in St Edward’s cloister.
All welcome!

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you would like to be baptised, confirmed or

received into the Catholic Church (or know more about
the Catholic faith) please email Deacon Paul Owen:

[ 7 ) J
, g
powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
alternatively please speak to a priest.

Growing In Faith Together (GIFT) Group

There will be clergy presentations with a general
Advent theme on the following dates:

Tues 7th December - a talk by Fr Luca

Tues 14th December - a talk by Fr Marco

Start as usual at 10.15am in the Holy Cross Resource
Centre, finish time approx. 11.30am. All welcome!

Fellowship Group Advent Bible Study Course
Wednesdays 7.30pm on Zoom

This year we are following a course from John Birch
entitled ‘Preparing The Way'. A four part study based
on the Year C Readings.

8th December Week 4 - God'’s Servants

Everyone is most welcome to join us.

Please contact Bob and Marion for the Zoom link.
bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Afternoon Club - St Joseph's Parish Centre (26
Abbey Water), first Tuesday in the month. Come and
join us for tea, games and good fun. All welcome!

CAFE - is on 2nd and 4th Tuesday in the month at
2pm in St. Joseph’s Parish Centre and 7.30pm in
St. Andrew’s. All are welcome. For more information

please contact Ann Heslop:
ann.heslop@virginmedia.com / 02380 734429.

MESSAGES

Advent & Christmas 2021 - Please pick up your copy
of the Christmas Mass timetable.

Second Collection 4th/5th December

Christmas Flowers: If you would like to contribute
towards the beautiful flowers & decorations that will be
displayed in all of our churches there is a collection this
weekend.

Christmas Offerings - For those who give Christmas
Offerings to our priests, if possible please use the Gift
Aid yellow envelopes which can be found in each of our
churches. Please write “Christmas Offering" on the
envelope - this can be placed in any collection between
now and Christmas. Thank you.

Upcoming Funeral - Please pray for the soul of
Maureen Westwood and for her family. Maureen's

i
Funeral Mass will take place on Friday 17th
December at 9am in Holy Cross.

OLQA Advent Bible Study - 1st Letter of St Peter
Thursdays in Advent, 10am-11.30am followed by
Mass at 12 Noon. All welcome! Please bring a Bible.

Festive Evening - With mulled wine and mince pies
after Mass on Saturday 4th December at St Edward.
Donations to CAFOD.

Parish Christmas Quiz

Sat 4th Dec at 7pm in Holy Cross Resource Centre.
There will be a small charge of £2 each to cover
expenses. Please bring your own nibbles/refreshments.
Capacity is limited, please contact Val Talbot 07766
056488 if you are able to come.



mailto:powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Parish Pilgrimage To Rome Meeting

There will be a meeting to go through the itinerary and
to answer questions on Tues 7th Dec at 8pm in St
Edward'’s. All welcome!

CAFOD Fair Trade Christmas Fayre
December 11th/12th - A date for your diaries!
The Fayre will be held at St Edward’s after both
weekend Masses.

Parish Christmas Party

Sunday 12th December, 1pm-4.30pm

St Swithun Wells Primary School

Menu

Main - Chicken Cacciatora (with roast potatoes &
ratatouille), a vegetarian option will be available;
Dessert - Apple crumble;

Please bring your own drinks.

Price £10 per person, children 16 and under free.
Tickets are available in our churches (in the
welcoming areas) during the weekend. A limited
number of tickets is available, the deadline for
purchasing tickets is Sunday 5th December.
Christmas jumpers and fancy dress actively
encouraged!

COVID precautions: Hand sanitiser will be available,
masks are optional, please do not attend if you/your
family members are unwell. We suggest taking a lateral
flow test before attending.

Knitting afternoon

Tuesday 14th December 2pm-4pm in the Resource
Centre, Holy Cross. At the moment we are knitting
squares to make blankets. If you would like to join us
for a knit and cup of tea please come along.

Advent Penitential Services will be held across our
parish, with the opportunity for individual confession:
Thursday 16th December, 7.30pm — OLQA

Friday 17th December, 7.30pm - St Andrew
Saturday 18th December, 11am - Holy Cross

A number of priests will be available on each occasion.

Parish Advent to Christmas Carol Service at St
Swithun Wells Church, Fair Oak

Sunday 19th December at 3.30pm

Please remember to wear your mask for the service, as
you do for Mass. Mulled wine and mince pies will be
served afterwards for those who wish to stay.

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome

Tuesday 28th June - Sunday 3rd July 2022

We are jointly planning a Pilgrimage to Rome with
Tangney Tours on the occasion of the Ordination (God
willing) of Dennis as a Priest, Phil and Andrew as
Deacons. More details including the itinerary, prices
and booking are available on our website. You can also

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward’s - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)
Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10.00am-11.00am)
Thursday: St Joseph'’s - before Mass (5.00pm-6.00pm)

i
find details on our website about alternative

cheaper accommodation which will be made

available for families. The pilgrimage will be led by

Fr Raffaele.

CAFOD at Holy Cross & St Edward’s

Do you have any used stamps, old mobile phones, old
items of jewellery (dress, genuine or damaged) that you
don’t use anymore? Please could you give to

June Wilson at Holy Cross or Clare Lasker at St
Edward’s. This will be raising money for CAFOD.

CAFOD World gifts

From energy saving stoves to weatherproof crops to
emergency shelters, CAFOD's virtual charity gifts help
transform the lives of families living in poverty. Buy
online at cafod.org.uk/worldgifts or pick up a catalogue
from the back of church.

Two Saints

Urgently need new unwrapped hats, gloves, socks and
scarves only (for Christmas). There is a collection box at
St Edward’s.

Message of Thanks

Frs Raffaele, Luca & Marco would like to offer their
thanks to the Catenians for their generous donation to
the Come & See Autumn Half Term Club.

Vacancy for RC Chaplain at HMP Winchester

Job reference - 50454

Closing date for applications 10/12/2021, 23:55
hours. The post is part-time. Details can be found at:
https://justicejobs.tal.net/vx/lang-en-GB/mobile-0/
appcentre-1/brand-15/user-4605675/candidate/so/
pm/1/pl/3/0pp/50454-50454-Roman-Catholic-Chaplain-
HMP-WiInchester/en-GB

If you would like to discuss any aspect of this
opportunity you can email Deacon Paul Wilson in the
first instance at pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

CONFESSION
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays: 6.30pm-7.30pm St Edward
Tuesdays: 9.30am-10.00am St Andrew
Saturdays: 10.00am-10.30am Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sundays: 8.30am-9.00am St Andrew
9.00am-9.30am OLQA

TIMES A PRIEST WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET

Tuesdays: Fr Raffaele, 3.30pm-5.30pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre (back of Holy Cross
Church), Eastleigh

Fr Luca, 4.00pm-6.00pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre (back of Holy Cross
Church), Eastleigh

Fr Raffaele, 10.30am-11.30am,

Parish Office (26 Abbey Water), Romsey
Fr Marco, 9.30am-12.30pm, Parish Office
(26 Abbey Water), Romsey

Wednesdays:

Fridays:

Saturdays:
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME |CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 4th 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) Charlie & Rita Kelly FM
December 5.00pm St Swithun Wells For the People of the Parish
6.00pm St Joseph Herbert Howie RIP Anniversary
6.00pm OLQA
6.30pm St Edward Mary Uphill FM
Sunday 5th 8.30am Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
December 9.00am St Edward Enid Scappatticci RIP 6th Anniversary
9.00am St Andrew Margaret Martindale RIP
Second Sunday 9.30am OLQA (also Live Streamed)
of Advent 11.00am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) Phil Talbot RIP
11.00am St Joseph Baby Daniel RIP & his family
Mon 6th Dec 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) The Fraternity of St Charles
Mike Walsh RIP
Tues 7th 10.00am St Andrew
December 6.00pm St Edward Maria Garganese, Pietro Garganese & Anna Citta RIP
St Ambrose
Wed 8th 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) Margaret Martindale RIP
December 9.30am OLQA
The Immaculate 10.00am St Edward Nora Lamb RIP
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Thurs 9th Dec 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) Patrick Lake RIP
12 Noon OLQA
6.00pm St Joseph Fr Bob Douglas RIP
Friday 10th Dec 9.30am OLQA
10.00am St Joseph
St Swithun Wells 10.00am | St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM
Saturday 11th 9.30am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) Raymond Kelly RIP
December 5.00pm St Swithun Wells Tommy Johnston RIP
6.00pm St Joseph
6.00pm OLQA
6.30pm St Edward Richard Bradley RIP 2nd Anniversary
Sunday 12th 8.30am Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
December 9.00am St Edward Hazel Brown RIP Anniversary
9.00am St Andrew For the People of the Parish
Third Sunday 9.30am OLQA (also Live Streamed)
of Advent 11.00am Holy Cross (also Live Streamed) Luis Castro RIP FM
11.00am St Joseph Fr Bob Douglas RIP
2

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Marco Vignolo (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mvignolo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Bruce Barnes (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 01489 890947 (OLQA Office)

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: jdimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office: Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF
Tel: 02380 273882

Holy Cross Resource Centre & Finance Admin: Linda Roberts
Email: Iroberts@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow
Email: stswparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com




