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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
29th JUNE 2025: SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

Peter & Paul: Pillars of Faith

Today we celebrate one of the oldest and most significant feast days in the Church’s calendar: the
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles.

Although depicted together, Peter and Paul didn’t actually get on. They rarely met and when they
did, they disagreed about what to do. Peter, the fisherman from Galilee, was chosen by Christ to
be the "rock" upon which His Church would be established (Matthew 16:18). He was the leader of
the Apostles. As we see in today’s gospel, he was the first to confess Jesus as the Messiah and he
one entrusted with the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. His leadership, despite his human frailties
and moments of doubt, laid the groundwork for the hierarchical structure of the Church,
especially after Peter moved to Rome.

Paul, originally named Saul, was a zealous persecutor of Christians before his dramatic conversion
on the road to Damascus. From that moment, he became the "Apostle to the Gentiles," travelling
tirelessly across the Roman Empire, establishing Christian communities, and fearlessly proclaiming
the Good News to non-Jews. His profound theological insights, as seen in his numerous epistles,
have shaped Christian doctrine for millennia. It would, however, be more accurate to say that
once the Church was established in Rome, the spread of Christianity had more to do with the
Roman Empire, particularly under Constantine. By the end of the first century, Jewish Christians,
based in Jerusalem, had dwindled to a handful.

While their backgrounds and ministries differed, both Peter and Paul shared an unwavering
devotion to Christ and ultimately gave their lives as martyrs for their faith. Their feast day serves
as a powerful reminder of their courage, their sacrifice, and their tireless dedication to spreading
the good news.

For us, the feast is more than just an historical commemoration. It's a call to reflect on our own
faith journey. Do we, like Peter, strive to inspire the faith of those around us? Do we, like Paul,
boldly share the Gospel, even when it's challenging? This day encourages us to embrace our
unique gifts and callings, knowing that together we contribute to the ongoing mission of the
Church.

So, let us remember these two giants of faith, giving thanks for their lives. May their example
lead us to live with greater courage, conviction, and commitment to the Lord.

Deacon Bob Birtles

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is "What are we really hungry for?" by Cardinal Pizzaballa
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
2nd July 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%2Ffinancesdonations&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%7C9793ba7fbf444f955f3d08dc112d28f7%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638404132

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 29th June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper

&

PSALM RESPONSE: FROM ALL MY TERRORS THE LORD SET ME FREE.
1st reading Acts 12:1-11 Psalm 34 (33) 2d reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 Gospel Matthew 16:13-19

Sunday 6th July2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week 2

PSALM RESPONSE: CRY OUT WITH JOY TO GOD ALL THE EARTH.
1st reading Isaiah 66:10-14c Psalm 66 (65) 2" reading Galatians 6:14-18 Gospel Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

MESSAGES

Second Collection This Weekend

Peter’s Pence: Sunday 29th June

Peter’s Pence is the name for the financial support
offered by the faithful to the Holy Father as a sign of
their sharing in the concern of the Successor of Peter
for the many different needs of the Universal Church,
and for the relief of those most in need.
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/peters-
pence-second-collection-2025

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Secretary
Part-time - 15 hours per week. Part time to be split
over three days - working pattern to be agreed at
interview. Salary £9,523.80

Are you an experienced Administrator with secretari-
al, bookkeeping and accounts knowledge, looking for
a role where your skills can make a real difference?
St Swithun Wells Parish is seeking a Parish Secretary
to be working in the Parish office, Holy Cross Church,
Eastleigh and reporting to the Parish Priest.

Overall job purpose:

e Provide administrative support to the Parish Priest
and clergy.

e Act as the first point of contact for parishioners,
visitors, and external inquiries, either in person, via
telephone or email, ensuring a welcoming and
professional response.

e Manage church & Mass intention diaries.

e Coordinate funeral and wedding bookings,
including diary management and invoicing.

e Manage the some of our parish hall booking
calendars and liaise with the Parish Finance
Administrator to ensure appropriate hire
agreements and invoicing.

e Maintain and update parish records, including
PAMIS parishioner database, sacramental
registers, and schedules.

e Prepare and distribute the weekly Parish
Newsletter and other parish communications.
A full job description and application pack can be
found on our parish website. Please send a CV and
covering letter outlining your relevant experience and
reasons for applying for the role to HR at:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Please state Parish Secretary in the headline of your
email. Closing date for applications: Sunday 29th
June 2025 at 10pm. Early applications are advised,
as we may close this advertisement before the closing
date stated.

i

OLQA Miissio boxes - Please bring any red mission
boxes into church for the half yearly callup, if you so
wish. Thank you, Marie Kemp.

OLQA Summer Party - Sat 28th June, 2pm-4.30pm
Strawberries & Cream, Scones and Jam.

Tickets £5, under 10s free. Teas, coffees and prosecco
available. All are welcome!

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be bap-
tised, confirmed or received into the Catholic Church
(or know more about the Catholic faith) please email
Dcn Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
or alternatively please speak to a priest.

Message from Bishop Philip- Last week, the House
of Commons voted in favour of two matters that
fundamentally change our society’s long held values
and relationships on matters of life and death. One
vote has now made it legal for a mother to abort her
baby up to the moment of birth. The other legalises
suicide and offers assistance with suicide to those
who are terminally ill. These are truly bad moves.
Assisted suicide will put pressure on some elderly and
the dying, making them feel they are a burden.
Assisted suicide will also undermine palliative care
and the trust that should exist between patients and
doctors. More, the range of eligibility is bound to
expand over time so that death by suicide will
become entirely normal. This vote poses a grave
danger. Britain is crossing a line from which there will
be no return.

As Catholics, we will stand out from the crowd more
and more and from others in our society who see
human life, its dignity and value, in a radically
different way. It is my hope and prayer that God will
give us the grace to live our discipleship ever more
authentically so that the true beauty of our Catholic
faith might become even more evident. | pray that the
splendor veritatis, the beauty of the Truth, the hope it
gives, especially to the vulnerable, and the Gospel
vision of the human person - fallen but redeemed, an
incarnate spirit called to live a good life here on earth
and one day to be with God for ever in Paradise — will
shine out for all to see and many more people will be
drawn to the person of Christ.

Holy Cross Repository — would you be willing to help
in the shop after 11am Mass on Sundays? For more
information, please see Diana in the shop after Mass.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Upcoming Parish Festival (1st - 6th July)
Programme Summary - a leaflet is now available to
download from our parish website.

Tuesday 1st July at St Edward’s: 6pm Mass for
Vocations, 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration with prayers
for Vocations & Confessions.

Wednesday 2nd July at Holy Cross Church: 7pm
Music from the World, performed by Ming Wilson,
pianist, with the presence of some of our church choirs.
Friday 4th July at St Edward’s: 7pm - Cheese and
wine, 7.30pm - Presentation of the exhibition

“You Matter: The life of Cicely Saunders, the pioneering
British woman who founded modern palliative care”.
Saturday 5th July at St Swithun Wells School:

11am - School fayre;

11.30am to 2pm - football tournament for school years
3-11 and sixth form;

3pm to 5pm - football tournament for adults.

£5 for tournament (no charge for second or subsequent
children), £1 for anyone else to enter the fayre where
the tournament is taking place.

Bookings now open on the parish website!

Sunday 6th July, field behind Fleming Park Leisure
Centre (map on website Festival page).

1pm - Parish Party At The Park with lunch, £6pp (£1 for
children 10 years and under);

1pm to 2.15pm facepainting;

2.15pm - magic show with balloon modelling;

3.30pm - talk by Emmanuel Chituh who is going to
become a Deacon;

4pm - live music from The Basement (band with Fr for-
Pietro, Fr Luca and friends).

Bookings now open on the parish website!

Good Companions - Our next gathering is at 12 Noon
on Friday 11th July 2025 in St. Edward's cloister.
Anyone who feels in need of some friendly company
with delicious food is welcome to join us. If you have
any queries please contact Tony Wilson on

023 80266617. We look forward to seeing you.

Message from Sarah - Dear Parishioners, | just wanted
to let you know that my last working day was
Wednesday 25th June. It has been a privilege working
alongside all of our amazing volunteers and personally
getting to know so many of you over the years. | will
miss you all greatly. Best wishes, Sarah

Formation for Ministers of Children’s Liturgy will take
place on 6t September, at St Bede's, Basingstoke,
from 10.30am to 1pm. The programme will include
prayer and reflection, sharing good practice;

working collaboratively; how to grow and communicate
as Liturgical Catechists; Music suggestions; and a wish
list for future support, networking and how to find more
helpers. Anyone wishing to attend should register via
liturgy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Musicians required - do you play guitar, piano or
other instruments? Would you like to help in one of our
Masses or events? We are looking to find additional
musical volunteers. If you are interested in helping
please contact Fr Raffaele at:
rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

i
Canonisations of Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati & Carlo
Acutis - Pope Leo XIV held the first Ordinary Public
Consistory of his pontificate with Cardinals giving their
formal approval for the canonisations of eight Blesseds.
During the ceremony, the Holy Father announced that
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis
will be canonised together on 7th September. The
canonisations of the two young saints - one from the
early twentieth century, the other the first twenty-first-
century saint - have been greatly anticipated due to the
great devotion among the faithful.

Upcoming Funeral - Please pray for the repose of the
soul of Robert (Nicky) Rowe and for his family. Robert's
Funeral Mass takes place on Friday 4th July at
11.30am in St Edward’s Church.

Ordination of Emmanuel Chituh - Emmanuel will be
ordained as a Deacon in the Cathedral on 26th July at
11am. Mass will be live-streamed. Visit
www.portsmouthcatholiccathedral.org. More details to
follow.

Come & See Summer Holiday Club (7-14yrs)

Monday 4th - Friday 8th August 8.30am-3.30pm

St Edward’s Cloister (Activities will start at 9am and
finish at 3pm). Cost: £10 per day, £5 for additional
children/siblings.

Spaces are limited. For any enquiries please contact:
comeandsee@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk.

For more information and to book your child’s place
please go to the parish website. Please only book if
you are sure your child is going to attend, thank you.

SCHOOL NOTICES

St George Catholic College - Free School
Transport for Pupils

StGCC Leaders want to ensure that financial
concerns don't prevent families from choosing a
Catholic secondary education. Do you know a child
considering St George Catholic College for Year 7?
Pupils who live between 2 and 15 miles from the
school may be eligible for free transport if they
receive Free School Meals or come from a
low-income household. To learn more, visit https://
educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/free-school-
transport-explained-eligible-free-travel/

: At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

228th June:  OLQA Summer Party
i 1st-6th July: Parish Festival

i 2nd July: Parish Lunch Romsey

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward

Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph

Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 28th 9.30am | Holy Cross
June 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Maureen & Alastair Mitchell RIP
Morning 6.00pm JOLQA
Mass: 6.00pm | St Joseph Waldron & Fernandes Families
StIrenaeus | 6.30pm | St Edward Pauline Wilson RIP 3rd Anniversary
Sunday 29th |8.30am [Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward Past & Present Priests & Deacons of St Swithun Wells Parish
9.00am | St Andrew Vince Curmi RIP
Ss Peter and | 9.30am | OLQA Holy Souls
Paul 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) Nellie & Joseph Wilson RIP Anniversary
11.00am | St Joseph People of the Parish
5.30pm | Holy Cross
Mon 30th 9.30am | Holy Cross
Tues 1st July | 10.00am | St Andrew
6.00pm | St Edward John Milles FM
Wed 2nd 9.30am | Holy Cross
July 10.00am | St Edward Helen Anne Morris RIP 1st Anniversary
Thurs 3rd 9.30am ] Holy Cross Holy Souls
July 12 Noon | OLQA
St Thomas 6.00pm | St Joseph Roy Russell-Smith RIP (Birthday)
Fri 4th July 10.00am | St Joseph Gerry Murray RIP
10.00am | St Edward In Thanksgiving
11.30am | St Edward Funeral Mass: Robert (Nicky) Rowe RIP
12 Noon | OLQA
Sat 5th July ]9.30am [ Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of the Parish
6.00pm JOLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph
6.30pm | St Edward
Sunday 6th ] 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
July 9.00am ]St Edward Aidan Travers RIP
9.00am | St Andrew
Fourteenth |9.30am |OLQA
Sunc.!ay in 11.00am [ Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Keith Small RIP
Qrdlnary 11.00am | St Joseph Anne Kelly RIP Anniversary
Time 5.30pm | Holy Cross Chant & Clifton Families RIP FM

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Friday: 9.30-5.30pm
Wed: 9.30-4.30pm

Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji

Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: interim - Patricia Mitchell

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




