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THE BRIDGE

One of my earliest memories is from when | was about eight years old. It was night, and | couldn't sleep.
| don't know why, but a troubling question had taken hold of my mind: what will happen when | die? If |
am to enjoy eternal life, wouldn't it become boring to remain in the same “place” forever, with nothing
to look forward to or work towards?

After tossing and turning in bed for some time, | went to my parents’ room and woke my mother. | told
her about the thoughts that were keeping me awake. She listened and tried to offer some answers, but |
wasn't convinced and kept asking questions. Eventually, she said, “"Here is something you can do: take
the rosary in your bedroom - the one my grandmother gave me - and pray to Mary.” | returned to my
room and began to pray. An immediate and inexplicable sense of peace came over me. | did not
receive all the answers to my questions, but | discovered something more important: | encountered
Someone who could lead me to where my heart could finally rest. Mary became a bridge to a profound
experience of communion with God.

Since that day, | have often turned to Mary, both during the day and on sleepless nights, by praying the
Rosary with one desire: | do not seek all the answers; | seek friendship with your Son. Bring me there.

During this month of October the Church encourages us to take the Rosary and ask Mary for help. The
key historical event behind it was the Battle of Lepanto on 7 October 1571. Before the battle, Pope Pius
V asked Christians throughout Europe to pray the Rosary for victory against the Ottoman fleet. After the
Christian victory, he attributed the outcome to Mary's intercession and established a feast in her honour,
which eventually became the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, celebrated on 7 October.

Over time, the entire month of October came to be known as the Month of the Holy Rosary. In the late
nineteenth century, Pope Leo Xlll strongly promoted this devotion and issued several encyclicals
encouraging Catholics to pray the Rosary throughout October. This helped establish the month as a
special time to honour Mary.

During this month, | encourage you to take up your rosary - or if you don't have one yet, to buy one from
one of our church shops - and start praying. As you grow closer to Mary, you will also grow closer to her
Son. Through his mother's eyes, you will learn to contemplate the mysteries of his life until they also
illuminate the mysteries of your own: Christ's Baptism will remind you of your baptism; his death on the
Cross, of the crosses you carry each day; his Resurrection, of your resurrection and the victory over evil;
and his birth in Nazareth, of your encounter with him today. You will also discover that you belong to a
people who will never abandon you, because whenever you pray the Rosary, someone else, somewhere
in the world, is praying with you.

Mary will become a bridge connecting you to Christ and to all who are united with him.
Fr Luca

GEM OF THE WEEK

4
'\\“'/‘ A THIRST FOR MEANING, FOR TRUTH AND FULFILMENT - POPE LEO
Read on our website

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Tuesday
13% October 2026, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS

Sunday 11t October 2026 YEAR A - YEAR 2 - PSALTER WEEK 4
PSALM RESPONSE: IN THE LORD’S OWN HOUSE SHALL | DWELL FOR LENGTH OF DAYS UNENDING.
1t Reading Isaiah 25:6-10a Psalm 23(22) 2" Reading Philippians 4:12-14,19-20 Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

Sunday 18t October 2026 YEAR A - YEAR 2 - PSALTER WEEK 1
PSALM RESPONSE: ASCRIBE TO THE LORD GLORY AND POWER.
1%t Reading Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 Psalm 96(95) 2" Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b Gospel Matthew 22:15-21

PARISH GROUPS L Py

Ark of Fellowship - A group for those with learning
disabilities or learning difficulties, their families and
friends. Thursdays at 6.30pm in Holy Cross Resource
Centre. Contact: arkoffellowship.sswp@gmail.com

Awake My Soul - A group for young adults (aged 18-
25) in the parish. We meet every other Wednesday
from 7pm to 9.30pm in Holy Cross Resource Centre.
We start with dinner together, followed by a discussion
on how our faith relates to our daily lives. If you would
like to participate, please email Fr Matteo:
mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Little Flowers Baby & Toddler Group

Meet on Wednesdays during term time from 10am in
Holy Cross Resource Centre. The group is for 0-4 years
and their grown-ups are welcome.

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the H/Cross Resource Centre.
This week we will be continuing Wk.2 of a 3-week talk
exploring Early Christianity in Britain. Everyone is very
welcome.

School of Christianity in Bishop's Waltham - A course
about the basis of the faith using the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. Every 2" and 4 Friday of each
month at 6pm in the hall of Our Lady Queen of
Apostles church.

Youth Groups (including First Holy

Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3,4, 5 & 6)

Holy Cross Saturdays 10.30am to 12Noon; St Edward
Tuesdays 4pm to 5.30pm; St Andrews Fridays 4.30pm to
épm

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) Sundays 6.30pm
to 8.30pm in Holy Cross Resource Centre.

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm to 8.30pm Holy Cross Resource Centre.
For more information:
https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/our-groups

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community meet weekly at:

Holy Cross presbytery every Wednesday at 8pm;

St Edward’s every Thursday at 8pm.

For more information please see the groups section on
our website. All are welcome.

Voice of Praise - Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group
Join us every Thursday evening, 7.45pm, at the Holy
Cross Church for an hour of lively prayer, music,
Scripture, and fellowship. Our charism is evangelisation:
sharing the joy of the Gospel and the power of the Holy
Spirit. Whether you are new or experienced in
charismatic prayer, all are warmly welcome! The group
is family friendly. Every first Thursday of the month
there is Eucharistic Adoration. For info please email:
voiceofpraise.sswp@gmail.com

MESSAGES ﬂ

Second Collection - Next weekend there will be a
second collection for Missio - World Mission Sunday. All
worldwide Mass collections and every single donation
support churches, hospitals, schools, and vocations in
countries where the Church is new or poor.

Upcoming Funerals - Please pray for the repose of the
soul of Susan Pinnick who recently passed away. Her
funeral will be on Monday 12t October. Please pray
for the repose of the soul of Mary McDonald who
recently passed away. Her funeral will be held on
Wednesday 14 October at 12.30pm at Holy Cross
church. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Bert
Stephens who recently passed away. His funeral will be
held Friday 16 October at 11am at Holy Cross
church.

St Edward the Confessor Solemnity - On Tuesday
13t October at 6pm come and join us at Mass to pray
for the community of St Edward the Confessor.

The 72 Heralds project - aims to address the loneliness
experienced by elderly people in care homes in the
Romsey area. Up to 15 Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion visit them regularly and we may also be
able to hold prayer sessions with christians of other
denominations, with the approval and support of the
care home manager. We know that many nurses and
carers in our community work in these care homes. It
would be great to find a way to work together to make
the 72 Heralds' mission more effective and widely
known.

If you are a nurse or carer at Abbotswood Court, Cedar
Lawn, Dunwood Manor, Durban House, Knights' Grove,
Marie Louise House, Nightingale Lodge, Waverley
Lodge, Woodley Grange or Fryers House, please email:
72heralds.sswp@gmail.com to let us know. We will then
get back to you to discuss collaboration. All parishioners
can also let us know about a relative or friend for us to
visit by contacting us via the email above.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED m

Volunteer Appeal - If you would like to give some of
your time to help in the church please have a look at the
information in the welcoming area. There you will find
contact names and telephone numbers. Please come
and join our friendly community of volunteers.

Family booklet - The booklet that you received last
weekend is a guide for family life. You can download a
copy of it on our website.

Parish Lunch at the Wheatsheaf, Braishfield

On Wednesday 14* October, meals to be served at
12.30pm. All are welcome. The menus are on your
church notice board. If you are interested in coming
please let Rosemary (01794 522411) know.

Cultural Friday - Our next event will be on Friday 16"
October at St Edward when we will show the film
Triumph of the Heart', a film about St Maximillian
Kolbe. This is an exclusive screening of a film that is not
avaliable to stream or purchase on DVD. We will start
with cheese and wine at 7pm (Suggested donation £5)
and show the film from 7.30pm.

Then on Friday 20* November we will have two
speakers coming to talk about Al so please save this
date. They are Adriana Wilde and Richard Gomer,
Mayor of Eastleigh.

The Secular Carmelite Group - are having a Mass at St
Joseph's Church, Romsey on Saturday 17t October

at 10.30am and all parishioners are warmly welcome at
the Mass which will be celebrated by Fr Tom
Kleinschmidt from St Boniface Church, Shirley.

Formation Day for Readers - It is not too late to sign
up for the Formation Day for Readers being organised
by the Diocesan Liturgy Team on 17t October 2026 at
the Pastoral Centre in Winchester. Anyone wishing to
attend is kindly asked to email
liturgy@portsmouthdiocese.org

Talk on Our Lady of Guadalupe - You are invited to an
illustrated talk about the miracle of Guadalupe on
Saturday 17 October at 3pm in the Hall at Our Lady
Queen of Apostles. Come and find out about this
amazing event which changed the lives of millions and
continues to do so today. Refreshments provided.
Charles Forrest

Come & See Half Term Club (7-14yrs)

Monday 26 - Friday 30* October, 8.30am-3.30pm
St Edward’s Cloister. Registrations are now open.
Cost: £12 per child per day. £6 for additional siblings.
Spaces are limited. For any enquiries, please contact
comeandsee@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

For more information and to book your child’s place
please go to the parish website.

Parish Calendar - The new parish calendar for
September 2026 - August 2027 will be on display in the
church welcome area for reference to important dates
throughout the year.

Wanting to get married? - If you are recently engaged
or planning to get married, please contact one of our

priests and we will be happy to support and help you.
The Sacrament of Marriage is a wonderful gift and a
joyful vocation. Marriage Preparation will start 18t
October. If you are already living in a committed
relationship we can also help you to receive the
Sacrament of Marriage. Please speak with a priest.

CAFOD Co-ordinator needed for Holy Cross Church
We are looking for someone to help co-ordinate the
CAFOD appeals in Holy Cross Church. This is a simple
role that requires the organisation of two appeals a year.
If you are interested, please speak with Fr Raffaele.

Parish Pilgrimage - There will be a Parish Pilgrimage to
Norwich and Walsingham. It will be from Monday 26t -
Thursday 29* April 2027. The cost will be £450. The
deadline to book and pay £115 deposit is 28
November. A booking form is available in the
welcoming area of your church with all the information.
There will also be a meeting to present the programme
and answer questions on Saturday 24 October at
2.30pm in St Edward.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or know
more about the Catholic faith) please email

Dcn Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or
alternatively please speak to a priest.
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Parish Registration - Please make sure that you register
yourself and your children to our Parish using the online
form that you can find on our website. There is one form
for adults and a separate one for children. If you have
been unable to register via our website, you can now
use the paper forms which will be avaibale in the church
welcome area. Please return to the parish office or a
member of Clergy once complete.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tues: 6.30pm - 7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward

Wed: 10am -11am (after Mass) Holy Cross
Thurs: 12.30pm - Tpm (after Mass)  OLQA
Thurs: 5pm - 6pm (before Mass) St Joseph

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
Tuesdays: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesdays: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturdays: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass) Holy Cross
4.30pm-5.00pm (before Mass) OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass) St Joseph
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

Sundays:
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

* Livestreamed

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 10t Oct 9.30am Holy Cross Rita Doyle RIP
5.00pm OLQA
6.00pm St Joseph People of the Parish
6.30pm St Edward Marchesi & James family (Special Intention)
Sun 11t Oct 8.30am Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
Twenty-eighth 9.00am St Edward Canon Peter Wilke RIP FM
Sunday in 9.00am St Andrew Norman Joyce RIP anniversary
Ordinary Time 9.30am OLQA
11.00am Holy Cross * Lowe family RIP
11.00am St Joseph Deceased members of the Fox, Kelly & Slevin families
5.30pm Holy Cross Julia RIP
Mon 12 Oct 9.30am Holy Cross Souls in Purgatory
Tue 13t Oct 10.00am St Andrew Peter Allan RIP
St Edward the 6.00pm St Edward Mrs Edward Christian
Confessor
Wed 14t Oct 9.30am Holy Cross Allan & Ursula Bartrop
10.00am St Edward The Layzell Family
12.30pm Holy Cross Funeral Mass for Mary McDonald RIP
Thur 15 Oct 9.30am Holy Cross
St Teresa of Avila [ 12 Noon OLQA
6.00pm St Joseph Special Intention
Fri 16 Oct 10.00am St Joseph
10.00am St Edward Mrs Cathie Dunne RIP
11.00am Holy Cross Funeral Mass for Bert Stephens RIP
12 Noon OLQA
Sat 17t Oct 9.30am Holy Cross
St Ignatius of 5.00pm OLQA Gillian and Alec Dirks (40" Wedding Anniversary)
Antioch 6.00pm St Joseph Brinley Jones RIP
6.30pm St Edward Sarah Prince RIP
Sun 18t Oct 8.30am Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta
Twenty-ninth 9.00am St Edward lan Warwick FM
Sunday in 9.00am St Andrew Theo Osime RIP (Birthday Anniversary)
Ordinary Time 9.30am OLQA
11.00am Holy Cross * Mr Danny Browne RIP
11.00am St Joseph People of the Parish
5.30pm Holy Cross Michael Lane RIP FM

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Deacon Bob Birtles

Tel: 023 8069 2416; bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Deacon John di Meo

Tel: 01794 515688; [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Deacon Paul Owen

Tel: 023 8025 4806; powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson

Tel: 023 8061 6618; pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Deacon Emmanuel Chituh

Tel: 07915 379686; echituh@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Parish Office Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 9.30am - 5.30pm

Fri 2.30am-2.30pm

Parish Administrator: Sabrina Gardner
office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Finance Administrator: Dexter De Couto
accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Events & Communications Coordinator: Faye Harris
events@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Parish Safeguarding: please see Safeguarding posters in each
of our churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps.
Diocesan Safeguarding: rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Open on:




