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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
21st September 2025: 25th TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

WE'RE OFF AGAIN

We are already in September. The summer, as always, was too short not to mention the holi-
days: the 12 days at my parents' passed very quickly, and now we are back on the starting
blocks for the new social year.

Earlier this month a friend of ours died. Some parishioners asked me about the Christmas ac-
tivities. We are restarting the parish youth groups and | am thinking of some new activities
especially for Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church in Bishop's Waltham. One person called
me from Manchester asking to meet me to tell me about his summer discoveries. A couple
from Chester also want to see me for a chat. | have been in touch with some families of
friends of mine who live in London since last year, and now | am going to meet them so they
can tell me how they have spent their summer. Meanwhile, in other parts of the world, bombs
continue to be thrown and missiles launched in an increasingly violent manner.

Seen from this point of view, the beginning of this social year makes me feel tired before |
have even started and yet this is life!

The year has started very fast and | am already feeling overwhelmed. However, when | think
of Jesus going from region to region healing people and talking to them from morning to
night, and then staying up all night in prayer, | realise that I'm not doing too much after all.
So far from complaining, | want to live every moment with Jesus, making Him known as | can
and loving Him in the people and circumstances He gives me to live in.

Summer is over anyway, | caught the last of the sunny weather a couple of weeks ago on the
beach in front of Durdle Door, what a sight! It was a day of total relaxation, and it has left me
eager for the new social year in England. | am curious to see what Jesus will make happen
this year, and how many new people He will give me the grace to meet and get to know,
both in the parish and outside it.

So, how are you starting this September? Are you ready to dive into the adventure of this
new social year? If so, then go ahead because as St Paul tells us in this Sunday's second read-
ing, God our Saviour desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. The fulfilment of this plan also depends on you, so let's roll up our sleeves and go for it!

Fr Mario

GEM OF THE WEEK

This week’s GEM is Bishop Philip’s interview on The Catholic Herald
You can find this on our website.

AVANA

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
24th September 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 21st September 2025: YEAR C - YEAR 1 - PSALTER WEEK 1

%

PsALM ResPONSE: PRAISE THE LORD WHO RAISES THE POOR
1st reading Prophet Amos 8:4-7 Psalm 113 (112) 2" reading Timothy 2:1-8 Gospel Luke 16:1-13

Sunday 28th September 2025: YEAR C - YEAR 1 - PSALTER WEEK 2
PSALM RESPONSE: MY SOUL, GIVE PRAISE TO THE LORD.
1st Reading Amos 6:1a, 4-7 Psalm 146 (145) 2nd reading Timothy 6:11-16 Gospel Luke 16: 9-31

PARISH GROUPS

Communion & Liberation Groups

School of Community meet weekly at:

Holy Cross every Wednesday at 8pm;

St Edward'’s every Thursday at 8pm.

We restart on Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th Sep-
tember.

For more information please click the link on the
homepage of our website. All are welcome!

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the Holy Cross Resource
Centre. We will be studying Luke’s Gospel.

The Little Flowers Baby & Toddler Group

Meet on Wednesdays during term time from 10am in
Holy Cross Resource Centre. We will restart on
Wednesday 17th September. The group is for 0-4
years and their families. More information is on the
website or you can email: littleflowers.sswp@gmail.com

MESSAGES

Awake My Soul - a group for young adults (aged 18 to
25) in the parish will begin in September. We will meet
every other Wednesday from 7pm until around 9pm
in the presbytery of Holy Cross (53 Leigh Road,
Eastleigh - the house next to the church). We will start
with dinner together, followed by a discussion on how
our faith relates to our daily lives. If you would like to
participate, please email Fr Matteo:
mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. The first meeting
will be on Wednesday 24t September.

Wanting to get married? - if you are recently engaged
or planning to get married, please contact one of our
priests and we will be happy to support and help you.
The Sacrament of Marriage is a wonderful gift and a
joyful vocation. If you are already living in a committed
relationship we can also help you to receive the
Sacrament of Marriage. Please speak with a priest.

Reminder for Counters - please keep charity specific
Gift Aid envelopes (e.g. CAFOD, Stella Maris) sealed
and forward to the parish office as this saves admin for
the charity. Thank you!

St Anne’s Catholic School open events - For families
of children in years 4, 5 and 6 on Wednesday 24th
September. Open Morning 9am — 11am: see the
school on a normal working day and tour with student
guides. Open Evening 6pm — 8pm: meet staff, hear
from the Headteacher, Head Girls and Year 7 pupils,
and enjoy a guided tour.

Please visit our website https://st-annes.uk.com/about-
us/news/65/st-anne-s-open-events-autumn-term-2025
to find out more and book free tickets.

i
Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or
know more about the Catholic faith) please email

Dcn Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or

alternatively please speak to a priest.
This will restart at 8pm on 1st October in St Edward.

Pilgrimage to Portugal - after the success of last year's
pilgrimage we are organising another parish pilgrimage
to Portugal (Lisbon and Fatima). It will be from
Thursday 30th April to Monday 4th May 2026.

The price will be approximately between £800 -£900 on
the basis of shared accommodation. There will be a
meeting on Saturday 18th October at 2.30pm at St
Edward to present the itinerary and the opportunity to
ask any questions. If you are interested, please attend
so we can gauge demand.

The National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima - and relics of the Fatima Visionaries, Saints
Francisco and Jacinta Marto will be coming to St John's
Cathedral in Portsmouth on Saturday 4th and
Sunday 5th October 2025. Please see the posters in
each church with details of the programme for the
weekend. All welcome!

Weddings - Congratulations to Ria Cagampang & Kris-
tian Ott Milbo who were married on Saturday 13th Sep-
tember in St Edwards.

Macmillan Cancer Care coffee morning - Margaret
French is holding her annual coffee morning from
10.30am to 12 noon on Saturday 27th September in
St Andrew’s church hall. Please come and support this
worthy cause and you may even win a prize!!
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Youth Groups (including First Holy

Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6) Holy
Cross Saturdays 10.30am to 12 noon; St Edward
Tuesdays 4pm to 5.30pm; St Andrews Fridays 4.30pm
to 6pm

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) New time: Sundays
6.30pm to 8.30pm in Holy Cross Resource Centre.
Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm to 8.30pm Holy Cross Resource Centre.
Our Youth Groups for children in primary school and
young people in secondary school will restart at the end
of September 2025. They are also the path we propose
to those who want to be prepared to receive First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. Registrations for the
year 2025/2026 are now open on our website:
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk (scroll down to Youth
Groups).

We would like to remind you that if a child or a
teenager wants to be prepared to receive First Holy
Communion (and is at least in school year 3) or
Confirmation (and is at least in school year 9) we will ask
them to come regularly to one of the three groups
according to their age. They will receive First Holy
Communion or Confirmation when they are ready
(usually after one year).

There will be a meeting on Saturday 20th September
2025 at 11am in St Edward’s Cloister for all the
parents and guardians where we will present the
2025/2026 Stars of Abraham programme in the
Eastleigh and Chandlers Ford area. Another meeting to
present the Stars of Abraham programme in the
Romsey & North Baddesley area will be held at St
Andrew’s Church, North Baddesley on Friday 26th
September at 5pm.

OLQA Exhibition - Wonderful examples of some of
the research work by the youngster Carlo Acutis (who
was canonised on 7th September) will be on display in
the church hall entitled ‘The Eucharistic Miracles of The
World'. Saturdays and Sundays 18th, 19th and 25th
October from 11am - 6pm. Sunday 26th October
11am - 12.30pm. Volunteers are sought to help at
these times. Further information from Kornelia on
077380 13097. All are welcome to this unique occasion.

Street Pastors - Could you spare one Friday night a
month to volunteer with either Eastleigh or Fair Oak
Street Pastors? Over the last 16 years Street Pastors
have played an essential part in keeping people safe
with night time patrols, building community in new
ways, loving our town and offering reassurance, safety
and support through listening, caring and helping. Our
next training weekends will be 3rd October to 5th
October, 17th October to 19th October and 31st
October to 2nd November. Contact Eric Hyom on
07736967921 or erichyom@hotmail.com

AN

i3

Parish Get2Gether - Sunday 5th October 1-4pm
Pavilion on the Park, 1 Kingfisher Road, SO50 9LH
An event for all of the parish, especially families.

We begin at 1pm, sharing a meal together followed by
some activities and a discussion.

No cost, however we kindly ask you to give a donation
to cover the hire of the Pavilion. Please bring some
food, beverages or cakes to share with others. Please
can you bring your own cups/plates/cutlery. To book
your place please go to our parish website.

Second Collection This Weekend

21st September 2025 Home Missions This weekend
we promote the need for evangelisation in our local
communities. Please do not use the yellow gift aid en-
velopes for this collection. If you wish to donate online
please go to:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/home-
mission-sunday-second-collection—2

Mass Count - from this weekend and for the following
three weekends there will be the annual Mass count in
all our churches.

Looking for Volunteers for the Come and See Club
We are looking for volunteers to help run the Come
and See Club, the Parish holiday club for children in
primary and secondary school.

Our next club will take place during the Autumn Half-
Term break: 27 - 31 October 2025.

If you would like to volunteer—or know someone who
might be interested—there are many ways to get in-
volved, such as:

. Assisting with administration and secretary work

. Helping to organise outings and activities

. Supporting the children at the club for one or
more days.

If you can help in any way, please contact Fr. Luca at
comeandsee@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)

Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)
Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
(CONFESSION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass) OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass) St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
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MAsS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 20th 9.30am | Holy Cross
Sept 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Special Intention
6.00pm JOLQA Jan & Helena Ferenc RIP
6.00pm | St Joseph Kathleen, Ivor & Susan Stroud RIP
6.30pm ]| St Edward Judy Van Willigenburg (Wellbeing & Good Health)
Sun 21st 8.30am ] Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
Sept 9.00am | St Edward Denis McCormack RIP
Twenty Fifth ]9.00am St Andrew Newton Carrasco RIP Anniversary
Sunday In 9.30am |OLQA
Ordinary 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Keith Small RIP
Time 11.00am | St Joseph In Thanksgiving
5.30pm ] Holy Cross People of The Parish
Mon 22nd 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
Sept
Tues 23rd 10.00am [ St Andrew
Sept 6.00pm ] St Edward
St Pio of
Pietrelcina
Weds 24th 9.30am | Holy Cross Holy Souls in Purgatory
Sept 10.00am | St Edward Ann Wood RIP Anniversary
Our Lady of Wal-
singham
Thurs 25th 9.30am ] Holy Cross Antony Manuantony RIP 1st Anniversary
Sept 12 Noon | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph John Lapage RIP Birthday Anniversary
Fri 26th 10.00am | St Joseph Donald Pinnock RIP
Sept 10.00am [ St Edward Folco Scappaticci RIP
12 Noon | OLQA
Sat 27th 9.30am ] Holy Cross Ellen Lane RIP FM
Sept 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Pat Freemantle FM
St Vincent de 6.00pm OLQA
Paul 6.00pm | St Joseph
6.30pm | St Edward Ann Wood RIP
Sun 28th 8.30am ] Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
Sept 9.00am | St Edward Living & Deceased members of the Murphy & Lucas Families FM
Twenty Sixth |9.00am | St Andrew
Sunday In 9.30am JOLQA People of The Parish
Ordinary 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Anna Thomas RIP
Time 11.00am | St Joseph Chris Mitchell RIP
5.30pm ] Holy Cross

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Emmanuel Chituh
Tel: 07915 379686; E: echituh@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9.30am -5.30pm; Wed

9.30am - 2.30pm
Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji
Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk
Parish Secretary: Mary Dingle
Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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