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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
8th JUNE 2025: PENTECOST SUNDAY

THE AUTHOR OF UNITY

The more | read the news and listen to the stories of the people | meet, the more | sense a deep
longing in our world for something both essential and rare: the experience of unity. Consider, for
instance, how difficult it is to foster constructive dialogue to end wars between nations. Even within
our own families or circles of friends, simply listening to one another can be a challenge.

Yet something happened recently that offers a powerful example—so striking that some journalists
have suggested it could serve as a model for building unity in our fractured world. I'm referring to the
recent Conclave, which, thank God, stands in stark contrast to the portrayal of the Church in the
recent film Conclave.

Over a hundred individuals—many of whom barely knew one another—gathered from across the
globe. Despite differing views and backgrounds, they reached a momentous decision in just a few
days, one that will likely shape the life of the Church and the world for years. How was this possible?
We might speculate, but perhaps it's better to listen to those who were actually present during this
extraordinary moment of unity—like the new Pontiff.

Pope Leo XIV in his homily for the beginning of his Pontificate said: “In this spirit of faith, the College
of Cardinals met for the conclave. Coming from different backgrounds and experiences, we placed in
God's hands our desire to elect the new Successor of Peter, the Bishop of Rome, a shepherd capable
of preserving the rich heritage of the Christian faith and, at the same time, looking to the future, in
order to confront the questions, concerns and challenges of today’'s world. Accompanied by your
prayers, we could feel the working of the Holy Spirit, who was able to bring us into harmony, like
musical instruments, so that our heartstrings could vibrate in a single melody”.

To say that the Holy Spirit is the author of unity does not mean our contribution is insignificant.
Rather, it means we must find ways to welcome Him into our hearts. The Holy Spirit does not act
abruptly; He always respects our freedom and waits for our permission.

In my experience, there are two main ways | allow Him to work through me, making me an instrument
of unity in the world.

The first is prayer. It is through the openness of our hearts and our constant plea for divine
intervention that the Holy Spirit is able to create unity and harmony. | often find myself silently praying
in moments of tension: “Come, Holy Spirit, bring unity into this broken relationship.” And often, the
miracle happens.

The second way | receive the Holy Spirit is by engaging in the life of the Church—the Body of Christ.

This, ultimately, is what happened on the day of Pentecost: the Holy Spirit was not given to isolated
individuals, but to people gathered together in prayer.

Fr Luca

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is “Stop War” an interview with Cardinal Parolin.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
11th June 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%2Ffinancesdonations&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40stswithunwellsparish.org.uk%7C9793ba7fbf444f955f3d08dc112d28f7%7C0f10716967e04eaf84289e9f05e974ab%7C0%7C0%7C638404132

LITURGICAL INDICATIONS
Sunday 8th June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper

&

PSALM RESPONSE: SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, O LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH.
1st reading Acts 2:1-11 Psalm 104 (103) 2 reading 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 Gospel John 20:19-23

Sunday 15th June 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: Office Proper
PSALM RESPONSE: O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME THROUGH ALL THE EARTH!
1st reading Proverbs 8:22-31 Psalm 8 2 reading Romans 5:1-5 Gospel John 16:12-15

PARISH GROUPS

Learn to Pray with the Weekly Scripture Readings

Study Group for children in school Yr 7 to Sixth

Wednesdays at 11am in St Joseph'’s Parish Centre,
26A Abbey Water, Romsey;

Thursdays at 10am in St Edward the Confessor
Church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please come along if you would like to grow in your life
of prayer by praying with the following Sunday’s Mass
readings. All are welcome.

Form, Wednesdays during term time from 4.15pm-
6pm in the Holy Cross Resource Centre.

The Study Group is an opportunity for your children to
have a quiet environment where they can revise or do
their homework with their friends without the
distractions they may have at home. For more
information please go to the parish website:
https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/studygroup

MESSAGES

CAFOD fundraiser after the 10am Mass on Wed
11th June in St Edward’s. Cakes and produce will be
on sale, there will also be a Raffle. Tea and coffee will
also be available so please come along and bring your
friends. Donations of cakes gratefully received!

Message from CAFOD - we are joining with Missio,
Aid to the Church in Need and Stella Maris in this
Jubilee Year to pray the “Rosary of Hope” online on
Tuesday 10th June at 7pm. You can register at:
https://cafod.formstack.com/forms/

jubilee year rosary of hope

Upcoming Funerals

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sr Clare
McCaffrey and for her family. Sr Clare’s Funeral Mass
takes place on Friday 13th June at 11am in

St Joseph’s Church, Romsey.

Lily Willis RIP - her family would like parishioners to
know that all who would wish are very welcome to
attend Lily’s wake which will be held at her house called
Tamneyrankin, Kitnock's Hill, Curdridge, SO32 2HJ on
Tuesday 10th June at 6pm.

Prayers will be held at Our Lady Queen of the Apostles
Church, Bishop's Waltham on Wednesday 11th June
at 6pm, led by Fr Mario, as her body is received into
the church.

Lily’s Funeral Mass will be at Our Lady Queen of the
Apostles Church, Bishop's Waltham on Thursday 12th
June at 3pm where Fr Bruce Barnes will be the
celebrant.

Second Collection Next Weekend

Day for Life: Sunday 15th June

On this date Catholics across England and Wales will
mark Day for Life, an annual occasion dedicated to
cherishing and protecting human life from conception
to natural death. The 2025 Day for Life comes at a
crucial time as the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill
commonly known as the Assisted Dying Bill — is
making its way through Parliament.

i
Parish Finance Administrator & Parish Office
Opening Times - Please welcome Christina Webber
Geleji who has been appointed as the new Finance
Administrator. Patricia will be supporting Christina for
the next few weeks. Please see the back page of the
newsletter for revised office opening hours.

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Housekeeper
Part-time - 5.25 hours per week ideally Tuesday &
Friday mornings with flexibility to suit, which can be
negotiated at interview.

Salary £3,333.33 per annum (£12.21 per hour).

To be working at the Parish House, Holy Cross Church,
Eastleigh and reporting to the Parish Priest.

Role purpose: To provide domestic and catering
services to the priests. No formal qualifications are
required but general housekeeping experience and
ability to prepare and cook food hygienically.

The postholder is expected to be:

. reliable, flexible & have a professional approach;
show tact and discretion;

respect confidentiality in the Presbytery;

be motivated, able to work on own initiative;
high integrity with good communication skills;
sympathetic to the ministry and mission of the
Catholic Church.

A full job description can be found on our parish
website. Please send a CV and covering letter outlining
your relevant experience and reasons for applying for
the role to HR at:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 25t June
2025 at 5pm. Early applications are advised, as we may
close this advertisement before the closing date stated.

Parish Lunch in the Wheatsheaf, Braishfield, at
12.30pm on Wednesday 2" July. Look at Main,
Lunch, and Kids' Menus on their website or on our
church notice boards. Please let Rosemary (01794
522411) know your choice of meal by Monday 23rd
June as we have to pre-order. All are welcome.



mailto:recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

MESSAGES CONTINUED

Parish Get2Gether Walk and Picnic

Saturday 14th June, 10.30am-4pm

An event outdoors for all of the parish, especially
families. We will start at 10.30am in Our Lady Queen
of Apostles Church in Bishop’s Waltham (Martin
Street, SO32 1DN). You can leave your car in the
church car park.

11am: We start a 1 hour circular walk in the Bishop's
Waltham countryside, taking us along the old

railway line and the Pilgrim’s Trail. The walk is suitable
for both adults and children. Please bring suitable shoes
and clothes, hat, water, rucksack and sun cream. There
is the option of an easier walk suitable for pushchairs in
which we visit Bishop’s Waltham Palace and the old
Railway Line.

12.30pm: Picnic in the field next to OLQA church,
please bring your own food/beverage/plates/blanket.
Toilets of the church are available. Free time for
children to play in the playground next to the field and
among themselves.

3pm: Music and games for everyone.

4pm: End (free Ice Cream for everyone).

To book your place please go to our parish website and
click the link:

https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/

There you will find a map and some photos.

Upcoming Parish Festival (1st - 6th July)
Programme Summary

Tuesday 1st July at St Edward’s: 6pm Mass for
Vocations, 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration with prayers
for Vocations & Confessions.

Wednesday 2nd July at Holy Cross Church: 7pm
Music from the World, performed by Ming Wilson,
pianist, with the presence of some of our church choirs.
Friday 4th July at St Edward’s: 7pm - Cheese and
wine, 7.30pm - Presentation of the exhibition

“You Matter: The life of Cicely Saunders, the pioneering
British woman who founded modern palliative care”.
Saturday 5th July at St Swithun Wells School:

11am - School fayre;

11.30am to 3pm - football tournament for school years
3-11 and sixth form;

3pm to 5pm - football tournament for adults.

£5 for tournament (no charge for second or subsequent
children), £1 for anyone else to enter the fayre where
the tournament is taking place.

Booking to open soon on the parish website!

Sunday 6th July, field behind Fleming Park Leisure
Centre

1pm - Parish Party At The Park with lunch, £6pp (£1 for
children 10 years and under);

1pm to 2.15pm facepainting;

2.15pm - magic show with balloon modelling;

3.30pm - talk by Emmanuel Chituh;

4pm - live music from The Basement (band with Fr
Pietro, Fr Luca and friends).

Booking to open soon on the parish website!

OLQA Missio boxes - Please bring any red mission
boxes into church for the half yearly callup, if you so
wish. Thank you, Marie Kemp.

i
Evangelisation Day at St Peter’s Church,
Winchester on Saturday 21st June, 10am — 4pm at
St Peter’s Church, Winchester SO23 8RY
The day offers practical help and encouragement on
ways to witness and share our faith with others and be
equipped for the task of evangelisation. It will include
teaching on the importance of sharing faith and the
Gospel message and will also look at the power of
testimonies and how to share our personal story with
others. Worship and prayer form part of the day, which
will be led by Allegra Mutanda, Director of
Evangelisation & Leadership (St Peter's and the
Winchester Martyrs). To register for the day, visit
https://bit.ly/EvangelisationDay. Please bring a packed
lunch.

Important reminder about candles

Please only use the church provided tea lights. They
conform to fire regulations and health and safety
standards. Do not bring and use ones from home as
they may combust or burn for too long. Thank you.

Message from Fr Pietro

Dear Parishioners, recently we started a band with
some of our Grail Seeker children and other adults. We
are at the very beginning, so we lack a lot of

materials. Here is what we need:

A pair of active loudspeakers (12" or 15" cone);
Monitor speakers; Microphones with XLR 3 pin; XLR
and jack cables; Drum set; A keyboard; Multi-core stage
box; Stands for microphones...

If you have any other audio material, that would also be
useful! If you can help please send an email to:
ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Thank you for your help. Fr Pietro & Friends

Message of Thanks - | would like to say thank you to
everyone across the parish for your generous gift but
also your best wishes. | have been privileged to meet
many loyal dedicated parishioners who give their time
and financial support to our parish in many different
ways. Thank you. Fiona

The Diocese's annual report and annual set of
accounts for 2023/24 have now been published on the
Diocesan website:
https://portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2025/05/Catholic-Diocese-of-Portsmouth-2024
-Annual-Report.pdf

i At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

{11th June:  CAFOD Fundraiser at St Edward’s
{14th June:  Parish Get2Gether Walk

i 1st-6th July: Parish Festival

i 2nd July: Parish Lunch

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew




MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 7th ] 9.30am | Holy Cross Holy Souls
June 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of the Parish
6.00pm JOLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph Sr Clare McCaffrey RIP
6.30pm | St Edward Kathleen Glackin RIP
Sunday 8th | 8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
June 9.00am | St Edward Skipton Leonard Haslam RIP

9.00am | St Andrew
Pentecost 9.30am | OLQA

Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Carmela Campese FM
11.00am | St Joseph Elizabeth Gare & family
5.30pm | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio

Monday 9th ] 9.30am | Holy Cross Holy Souls;

The Blessed The Pappachan Family (Special Intention)

Virgin Mary,

Mother of the

Church

Tues 10th 10.00am | St Andrew Elsy Joseph RIP
6.00pm | St Edward

Wed 11th 9.30am | Holy Cross Michael & Angelic Lowe RIP and family

St Barnabas ] 10.00am | St Edward Henri Kemhadjian RIP

Thurs 12th 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio

Our Lord 12 Noon | OLQA

-t’ﬁSUEStCh”itl 3.00pm |OLQA Funeral Mass: Lily Willis RIP

e Eterna i

High Priest 6.00pm | St Joseph Joyce D'Silva RIP

Friday 13th | 10.00am | St Joseph Tony Poyntz-Wright RIP Anniversary

June 10.00am | St Edward Intentions of the Layzell Family

St Anthony of | 11.00am | St Joseph Funeral Mass: Sr Clare McCaffrey DW

Padua 12 Noon | OLQA

Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross Antonio Cicu RIP FM

14th June 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells
6.00pm JOLQA Holy Souls
6.00pm | St Joseph John Walsh RIP
6.30pm | St Edward Tom, Rose & Paul Murray RIP

Sunday 15th |8.30am |Holy Cross Polska Msza Swieta

June 9.00am | St Edward Denis McCormack RIP
9.00am | St Andrew

The Most 9.30am |OLQA People of the Parish

Holy Trinity  |11.00am |Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Tom Doherty RIP
11.00am | St Joseph Rob Warley RIP
5.30pm | Holy Cross

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest) Deacon Paul Wilson

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest) . . .
Tel: 02 12430 E: | ial + thdi ora.uk Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
el: 023 806 30; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.u SOR09DFE Tel: 02380 273882

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest) Mon. Tues. Thurs & Fridav -
. . E- . . . y : 9.30-5.30pm
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Wed: 9.30-4.30pm
Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Finance Administrator: Christina Webber Geleji
Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest) Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our

Deacon Paul Owen churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




