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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
18th MAY 2025: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Habemus Papam!

| would like to tell you about the experience of waiting for the new Pope to be chosen, the experience of
the conclave. It is really interesting to be in the 21st century, with very sophisticated electronic
technology, in the age of virtuality and artificial intelligence, and yet during the conclave, millions of
people stood for hours watching... a chimney, waiting to see what colour smoke would come out!

In an age where everything runs fast, everything has to be constantly changing, there must not be a
moment's pause, the media must not bore listeners for a second... and yet during the conclave the camera
image remained almost always fixed on the Sistine Chapel's chimney; the only exciting movement was
that of the occasional seagull sitting on the Sistine Chapel's roof near the chimney, also waiting for the
new Pope.

Yet not only did no one complain that it was boring, but thousands of people remained either attached to
their electronic devices, or in the square under the sun, waiting, their eyes always fixed on that chimney,
curious to know what colour the next smoke would be.

This makes an interesting point: we don't need to be in a hurry all of the time, to always have something
to keep us busy and constantly different so that we don't get bored. We need truth, simplicity, love,
things that the previous Pope gave us and that everyone was therefore also waiting for in the next Pope.

Listening to the commentary of Vatican News journalists, one asked the other: “But in an advanced
technological age like ours, isn't it a bit old-fashioned to use smoke to signal the result of the vote? Do
you think the way of doing this signalling will be changed in the future?” And the other replied that he
loved white smoke, he loved this tradition, so he hoped that this way of signalling the result would remain
forever.

When the tradition is genuine, its simplicity, though anachronistic, is attractive, it is desired. After two
black smokes, it was mid-afternoon, | watched the chimney for a while, then it got late, so | thought, this
vote has also gone in vain, we will have to wait for the second vote in the afternoon and see the colour of
the smoke in the evening. Instead, a short time later | got a WhatsApp message from a friend: ‘Habemus
Papam’! Whereupon | immediately went to the Vatican News website and there was the chimney with
white smoke coming out.

At that point delirium broke out and a fervent wait to know who had been chosen; even we priests
planted ourselves in front of the television. Just as had happened with Pope Francis, this time too when
the Camerlengo said the name of the new Pope, we were all puzzled: “Who is he?”

Then, when he came out, his appearance, his words, his story heartened us all, and we said to ourselves:
this time too, the Holy Spirit has pulled the ace out of his sleeve!

Now for the new Pope, Leo XIV, it will not be an easy task to lead the Church into modern times, but if the
Holy Spirit has chosen this person, He will also give him the necessary graces to complete this difficult
task.

May God bless Pope Leo XIV!
Fr Mario

GEM OF THE WEEK v

This week’s GEM is “5am in St Peter’s Square & VE Day” by Richard Layzell.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the parish office by 10am on Wednesday
21st May 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS %
1

Sunday 18th May 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week:

PsSALM RESPONSE: | WILL BLESS YOUR NAME FOR EVER, MY GOD AND KING.
1st reading Acts 14:21-27 Psalm 145 (144) 2 reading Revelation 21:1-5a Gospel John 13:31-33a,34-35

Sunday 25th May 2025: Year C - Year 1 - Psalter Week: 2
PSALM RESPONSE: LET THE PEOPLES PRAISE YOU, O GOD; LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE YOU.
1st reading Acts 15:1-2,22-29 Psalm 67 (66) 2" reading Revelation 21:10-14,22-23 Gospel John 14:23-29

PARISH GROUPS

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the H/Cross Resource Centre.

Learn to Pray with the Weekly Scripture Readings
Wednesdays at 11am in St Joseph’s Parish Centre,
26A Abbey Water, Romsey;

Thursdays at 10am in St Edward the Confessor
Church, Chandler’s Ford.

Please come along if you would like to grow in your life
of prayer by praying with the following Sunday’s Mass
readings. All are welcome.

Youth Groups (including First Holy
Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6)
Tuesdays 4pm-5.30pm, St Edward’s

Fridays 4.30pm-5.45pm, St Andrew’s

Saturdays 10.30am-12pm, Holy Cross R/Centre

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) &

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm-8.30pm, Holy Cross Resource Centre
For more information about the groups please go to
our website: www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/parishlife
(scroll down to Youth Groups).

Knitting Club - third Tuesday of the month, from
2pm-4pm in the Holy Cross Resource Centre. If you
would like to join us for a knit and cup of tea please
come along, all levels of knitting ability welcome!
Next Meeting: Tuesday 20th May

MESSAGES

Confirmation - Saturday 17th May at 11am in

St John's Cathedral, Portsmouth. Please pray for our
teenagers who are going to be confirmed and for their
families.

Monday 19th May is the Feast of the Dedication of our
Cathedral Church of St John the Evangelist in
Portsmouth. It is in fact the 143rd anniversary of the
formation of our Diocese of Portsmouth, for it was on
this day in 1882 that Pope Leo XllI created the Diocese
of Portsmouth. Let us thank God for the gift of our
Cathedral and our Diocese, and not least our Bishop.

The Rosary will be prayed in Holy Cross every
Thursday at 9am (before Mass) during May. We
encourage all of you during the month of May to pray
the Rosary in your families.

OLQA 'VE’ Singalong - Friday 23rd May, 7pm
All are welcome. Tickets: £5 each and includes soup,
bread and a complimentary drink. Dress for the occasion!

Please bring your own soup bowl and cutlery if you prefer.
Any queries to Marie Kemp on 07760 809640.

Fire Warden Training - There will be a training
session for ALL fire wardens in the parish on Saturday
31st May 2025 at St Edward’s Cloister from 10am-
12noon. Please can you confirm your attendance by
16t May to accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk.

Mass for the Sick & Housebound

Saturday 31st May at 2pm in St Edward’s, OLQA &
St Andrew’s Churches. There will be a special Mass in
which we will pray for the sick and housebound of our
Parish. During the Mass it will be possible to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. All who are
sick, elderly, facing surgery, or seeking the gift of God'’s

i
healing are welcome to participate. The whole
Parish will be invited to join in prayer for those who are
sick and for their caregivers.

Come & See Spring Half Term Club (for children
7yrs-14yrs) at St Edward the Confessor Church
Tues 27th to 30th May, 8.30am-3.30pm
Registrations are now open. For more information
including costs, times and to register please go to:
https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/comeandsee
Please pay the whole amount by bank transfer by
Friday 23rd May 2025.

Study Group for children in school Yr 7 to 6th Form
Wednesdays during term time from 4.15pm-6pm in
the Holy Cross Resource Centre.

The Study Group is an opportunity for your children to
have a quiet environment where they can revise or do
their homework with their friends without the
distractions they may have at home. For more
information please go to the parish website.
https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/studygroup

Leaving Gift - Sadly Fiona is stepping down in her role
as Finance Administrator and leaves at the end of this
month. We would like to buy her a gift to say thank you
for the dedication, contribution and support she has
given to the parish over the past three years. If you
would like to contribute to her leaving gift, please give
any money (cash only!) in an envelope marked “Fiona’s
Leaving Gift” and hand it to a member of our clergy at
the end of weekend Masses by Sunday 25th May or
drop your contribution into the Parish Office by
Tuesday 27th May.

The leaving gift will be presented to Fiona on Thursday
29th May (her last working day) during Coffee Stop at
Holy Cross.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Significant Wedding Anniversary Mass

Are you celebrating a 25t, 30t, 40t, 50t, 60t or
anniversary over 60 years? If so, Bishop Philip would like
to invite you to a Mass of celebration. This will take
place at St Bede's church in Basingstoke on Saturday
215t June at 11am. This will be followed by a buffet
lunch. It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and
witness to Marriage. Please send an email to
anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk to request a
form for you to complete and return. Alternatively
please contact St Swithun Wells Parish Office.

Please note the email address is not monitored daily
and you may have to wait for a reply, so please be
patient. To help celebrate the occasion please could
you provide a COPY of your Wedding photograph, you
can upload it when you return the form. Again, if you
have no access to the internet you can post a COPY
along with completed form by post to: St Bede's Parish
Office, Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX.

Please mark the envelope “Significant Wedding Mass”.

Upcoming Funerals

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Henri
Kemhadjian and for his family. Henri’s Funeral Service
takes place at 12 Noon on Wed 21st May at Holy
Family Church, Welwyn Garden City. All are welcome.

Vacancy for St Swithun Wells Parish Finance
Administrator (Part-time - 30 hours per week)
Salary £20,800 per annum (FTE £26,000).

To be based at Holy Cross Church, Eastleigh and
reporting to the Parish Priest.

Overall job purpose

* Management of parish and clergy finance;

e Car park finance administration;

* Property liaison with estate agents.

About you

* First class organisation skills;

e Advanced proficiency in use of Microsoft Office
including Word, Excel and PowerPoint;

e Excellent interpersonal skills and confidence to deal
with people at every level;

* Able to effectively manage a high-volume workload;
e Ability to work on own initiative;

e An ability to maintain high degree of confidentiality
and trust.

A full job description & applicant pack can be found on
our parish website. To apply please send a comprehen-
sive and up to date Curriculum Vitae with a covering
letter setting out your suitability for the role and
motivation in applying to:
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Please state ‘Parish Finance Administrator’ in the
subject line of your email. We encourage an early
application as we may close this advertisement at our
discretion before the date stated, if a high number of
applicants apply. The closing date for applications is
Wednesday 21st May 2025, by 11pm.

You will be notified shortly after the closing date,
should we wish to progress your application and invite
you to an interview.

Upcoming Second Collection
Catholic Communications Network - 31st May/1st
June

i
St Edward’s Repository Meeting

3rd June, 7.30pm in St Edward

There is a meeting to discuss the future of the reposito-
ry at St Edward'’s. If you are in support of the repository
please come along and share your views and ideas.

Thank you - Across would like to thank the Knights of
St Columba for their recent generous donation of £500.
This was greatly appreciated and proved invaluable in
supporting some of the young helpers on their recent
pilgrimage to Lourdes.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults (RCIA)

If you, or someone you know would like to be baptised,
confirmed or received into the Catholic Church (or
know more about the Catholic faith) please email
Deacon Paul Owen: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
or alternatively please speak to a priest.

i At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

16th May: Good Companions
:23rd May:  VE Singalong at OLQA
: 31st May: Mass for the Sick & Housebound
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ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)
Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)

Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

CONFESSION (SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass) Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew

TIMES A PRIEST WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET

Tuesdays: Fr Raffaele, 3.30pm-5.30pm, Holy Cross
Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Wednesdays: Fr Luca by appointment, 3.30pm-5.30pm,
Holy Cross Resource Centre, Eastleigh;

Fridays: Fr Mario not on 23rd May, 10am-12
Noon, OLQA, Bishop's Waltham;

Fridays: Fr Pietro, 11am-12.45pm, 26A Abbey
Water, Romsey.

Fridays: Fr Matteo, 11am-12.30pm, Holy Cross

Resource Centre, Eastleigh

OUR CHURCHES
St Ed - St Edward the Confessor
191-193, Winchester Rd, Chandlers Ford, SO53 2DU

OLQA - Our Lad% Queen of Apostles
Martin Street, Bishop's Waltham, SO32 1DN

HC - Holy Cross Church

53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh, SO50 9DF
SSW - St Swithun Wells

Allington Lane, Fair Oak SO50 7DB

St A - St Andrew
Fleming Avenue, North, Baddesley SO52 9EP

St J - St Joseph
Abbey House Drive, Romsey, SO51 8YB
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio
17th May 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of the Parish
6.00pm ] OLQA Eryk Rozek (Special Intention: God's Blessing)
6.00pm | St Joseph Peter Hooper RIP
6.30pm | St Edward Roy Haslam RIP

Sunday 18th | 8.30am |Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta

May 9.00am | St Edward Intentions of the Layzell Family
9.00am [|St Andrew Michael Hayden (Wellbeing)

Fifth 9.30am |OLQA Holy Souls

Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Keith Small RIP

of Easter 11.00am | St Joseph Lucy & Barrie Brown (40th Wedding Anniversary)
5.30pm | Holy Cross Francesco Papallo RIP FM

Monday 19th ] 9.30am | Holy Cross Bryan Hobbs RIP

Dedication of

the Cathedral

of St John,

Portsmouth

Tuesday 10.00am | St Andrew

20th May 6.00pm | St Edward Phyllis & Georg Roman RIP FM

Wed 21st 9.30am | Holy Cross

May 10.00am | St Edward Henri Kemhadijian RIP

Thursday 9.30am | Holy Cross Giuseppe Ermanno Guzzetta RIP

22nd May 12 Noon | OLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph For Anyone Taking Exams

Friday 23rd 10.00am | St Joseph

May 10.00am | St Edward Joan Applin RIP Birthday Anniversary
12 Noon | OLQA

Saturday 9.30am | Holy Cross Kathleen Bernadette Reynolds FM

24th May 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Stanistawa & Jozef Szczotka RIP
6.00pm JOLQA
6.00pm | St Joseph Lucy & Barrie Brown (40th Wedding Anniversary)
6.30pm | St Edward Our Priests & Deacons in St Swithun Wells Parish

(In Thanksgiving)

Sunday 25th |8.30am | Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta

May 9.00am | St Edward Teresa Layzell (Health & Wellbeing)
9.00am |St Andrew People of the Parish

Sixth 9.30am |OLQA

Sunday 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Ellen Lane RIP FM

of Easter 11.00am | St Joseph Malcolm & Teresa Rayment (Wedding Anniversary)
5.30pm | Holy Cross Special Intention to Our Lady, St Joseph & St Padre Pio

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: |speziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles

Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Wilson
Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office  Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF  Tel: 02380 273882

Opening Times: Mon-Thurs 9.30am-5.30pm;
Fri 9.30am-2.30pm (see newsletter for changes).
Holy Cross Resource Centre & Finance Admin: Fiona Mooney
Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Sarah Goodfellow

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk
Communications & Events Coordinator: Amy Jordan

Email: Ajordan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk




