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Our Vision is a Person, Our Vision is Jesus Christ
7th September 2025: TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

TWO YOUNG LIVES SHINING WITH HOLINESS:
PIER GIORGIO FRASSATI AND CARLO ACUTIS

This Sunday, 7t September 2025, the Catholic Church will rejoice in a very special moment. In Rome, at St.
Peter's Square, Pope Leo XIV will canonize Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati and Blessed Carlo Acutis. From that
day, they will be officially called saints.

Both of them were young. Both lived ordinary lives filled with faith, joy, and service. And both show us that
holiness is not only for priests, nuns, or famous figures. It is for everyone.

Pier Giorgio Frassati: The Man of the Beatitudes

Pier Giorgio Frassati was born in 1901 in Turin, Italy. His family was well known and had wealth, but he was not
interested in fame or money. From a young age, Pier Giorgio had a deep love for God. He joined the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul and often spent time with the poor, the sick, and those who were forgotten.

He was also full of life. Pier Giorgio loved sports, especially mountain climbing. He would invite his friends to
hike with him, and during those trips he spoke about faith, prayer, and the joy of following Christ. For him,
climbing mountains was more than a sport - it was a way of pointing to heaven. His motto was “Verso I’Alto”,
which means “To the Heights”. He wanted his life always to move upwards toward God.

Pier Giorgio had a strong devotion to the Eucharist. He went to Mass every day and spent long hours in prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament. He once said, “Jesus comes to me every morning in Holy Communion, and |
return the visit in the poor”.

In 1925, at only 24 years of age, Pier Giorgio became seriously ill with polio and died after a few days of
suffering. Thousands of poor people came to his funeral, surprising his wealthy family, who had not realised
how much good he had done quietly in his short life. Pope John Paul Il beatified him in 1990 and called him “a
man of the Beatitudes”. Now, 100 years after his death, he will be canonized as a saint.

Carlo Acutis: God’s Influencer

Carlo Acutis was born in 1991 in London, but he grew up in Milan, Italy. He loved computers, football, and
playing with his dog. At the same time, Carlo had a heart close to Jesus, especially in the Eucharist. He went to
daily Mass whenever he could and prayed often before the tabernacle. He used to say, “The Eucharist is my
highway to heaven”.

Carlo also had a special gift with technology. Instead of using it just for games, he created a website to share
stories of Eucharistic miracles from around the world. His project has since travelled across many countries,
helping people discover or rediscover their faith in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

Even as a teenager, Carlo was known for his kindness. He defended classmates who were bullied, helped the
homeless, and used his pocket money to buy sleeping bags for people on the streets.

When he was 15 years old, Carlo became ill with leukaemia. He accepted his suffering with peace and offered
it to God for the Pope and the Church. He died in 2006, leaving behind a strong example of joyful holiness.
Many young people look to Carlo today as proof that it is possible to live as a saint in the modern world.

Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo Acutis lived in different times - one in the early 20th century, the other in the
21st. But their message is the same: holiness is possible here and now. They show us that young people, with
all their energy, dreams, and struggles, can live lives completely given to God.

May Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo Acutis pray for us and for all the young people of our parish, so that we too
may aim “to the heights” of holiness.

Fr Raffaele

GEM OF THE WEEK &

This week’s GEM is Pope Leo’s message: Care of Creation 2025. You can find this on our website.
If anyone has suggestions for GEMs please contact website.sswp@gmail.com

For the next Newsletter, items should be received into the Parish Office by 10am on Wednesday
10th September 2025, please email your messages/notices to: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

If you wish to make a donation to our parish please go to: https://www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk/financesdonations
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LITURGICAL INDICATIONS

%

Sunday 7th September 2025: YEAR C - YEAR 1- PSALTER WEEK 3
PSALM RESPONSE: O LORD, YOU HAVE BEEN OUR REFUGE, FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.
1t reading Wisdom 9:13-18 Psalm 90 (89) 24 reading Philemon 9-10, 12-17 Gospel Luke 14:25-33

Sunday 14th September 2025: YEAR C - YEAR 1- PSALTER WEEK 4
PsALM RESPONSE: NEVER FORGET THE DEEDS OF THE LORD!
1t reading Numbers 21:4b-9 Psalm 78 (77) 2 reading Philippians 2:6-11 Gospel John 3:13-17

PARISH GROUPS

Growing In Faith Together Group (GIFT) - every
Tuesday at 10.15am in the Holy Cross Resource
Centre except Tuesday 9th September which will be
at 2pm in Holy Cross Church. We will be studying
Luke’s Gospel.

The Little Flowers Baby & Toddler Group

Meet on Wednesdays during term time from 10am in
Holy Cross Resource Centre. We will restart on
Wednesday 17th September. The group is for 0-4
years and their families. More information is on the
website or you can email: littleflowers.sswp@gmail.com

MESSAGES

Invitation from Communion & Liberation Groups - to

ig

Good Companions - Our next gathering is at 12 noon

join their ‘Beginning of The Year Pilgrimage’ on Sunday
14th September. The day will start at 10.30am in St
Peter’s Parish Hall in Marlow and will include a
meditation led by Fr Luca, a pilgrimage walk, a talk by
the parish priest about the history of St Peter’s church,
confessions and Mass. The walk will include praying the
Rosary, singing and quiet meditation. Please bring your
own packed lunch. We expect to finish by 4.30pm. For
more details and to register please go to the parish
website.

Pilgrimage to Portugal - after the success of last year's
pilgrimage we are organising another parish pilgrimage
to Portugal (Lisbon and Fatima). It will be from
Thursday 30th April to Monday 4th May 2026. More
details to follow. Save the Date!

Awake My Soul - a group for young adults (aged 18 to
25) in the parish will begin in September. We will meet
every other Wednesday from 7pm until around 9pm
in the presbytery of Holy Cross (53 Leigh Road,
Eastleigh - the house next to the church). We will start
with dinner together, followed by a discussion on how
our faith relates to our daily lives. If you would like to
participate, please email Fr Matteo:
mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. The first meeting
will be on Wednesday 24t September.

OLQA Wilfred Walk - Members of OLQA will be
walking through the Hampshire countryside, visting 5
churches in the Meon Valley dating back to Saxon times
and founded by St Wilfred in the 7th century. The walk
will start at 10am on Saturday 20th September at St
Peter & St Paul’s church in Exton. All are welcome.
Please contact Angus Somerville for more details on
07929 867472 or angussomerville@hotmail.com

on Friday 19th September in the Cloister at St
Edward's. Please join us for some friendly company
and delicious food. All welcome. Please contact Tony
Wilson on 023 80266617 so we can assess likely
numbers. Hope to see there.

OLQA Children' s Liturgy sessions - We are very
pleased to announce that we are moving from monthly
sessions to twice monthly, starting from Sunday 7th
September. We will continue with the first Sunday of
the month and now add in the third Sunday too. Please
check your calendars! Parents and grandparents, we are
very much looking forward to welcoming your children
together. For any further information, please contact
Joanna Somerville at joannasomerville1@hotmail.com

Weddings - Please pray for Sylvanus Ehiabhi & Klaudia
Osmalek and Ria Cagampang & Kristian Ott Milbo who
will be getting married soon. Sylvanus and Klaudia's
wedding is at 11am on Tuesday 9th September in Holy
Cross and Ria and Kristian's at 1pm on Saturday 13th
September in St Edwards.

Wanting to get married? - if you are recently engaged
or planning to get married, please contact one of our
priests and we will be happy to support and help you.
The Sacrament of Marriage is a wonderful gift and a
joyful vocation. If you are already living in a committed
relationship we can also help you to receive the
Sacrament of Marriage. Please speak with a priest.

Upcoming funeral - please pray for the repose of the soul
of Cecilia Flack and her family. Cecilia's funeral Mass takes
place at 1pm on Thursday 11th September in St
Edward’s church.
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MESSAGES CONTINUED

Youth Groups (including First Holy

Communion & Confirmation)

Stars of Abraham (school years 3, 4, 5 & 6) Holy
Cross Saturdays 10.30am to 12 noon; St Edward
Tuesdays 4pm to 5.30pm; St Andrews Fridays 4.30pm
to 6pm

Grail Seekers (school years 7, 8, 9) New time: Sundays
6.30pm to 8.30pm

Student Youth (school year 10 until sixth form)
Fridays 6.30pm to 8.30pm

Our Youth Groups for children in primary school and
young people in secondary school will restart at the end
of September 2025. They are also the path we propose
to those who want to be prepared to receive First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. Registrations for the
year 2025/2026 are now open on our website:
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk (scroll down to Youth
Groups).

We would like to remind you that if a child or a
teenager wants to be prepared to receive First Holy
Communion (and is at least in school year 3) or
Confirmation (and is at least in school year 9) we will ask
them to come regularly to one of the three groups
according to their age. They will receive First Holy
Communion or Confirmation when they are ready
(usually after one year).

There will be a meeting on Saturday 20th September
2025 at 11am in St Edward’s Cloister for all the
parents and guardians where we will present the
2025/2026 Stars of Abraham programme in the
Eastleigh and Chandlers Ford area. Another meeting to
present the Stars of Abraham programme in the
Romsey & North Baddesley area will be held at St
Andrew’s Church, North Baddesley on Friday 26th
September at 5pm.

The first event of Grail Seekers and Student Youth
will be a weekend away from Friday 19th
September to Sunday 21st September at St
Cassian’s Centre, Kintbury. For more information
about the weekend and to register please go to our
website.

There will be a meeting with parents to present the
Grail Seekers programme at 6.30pm on Friday 12th
September in the Holy Cross Resource Centre.

OLQA Exhibition - Wonderful examples of some of
the research work by the youngster Carlo Acutis (to be
canonised in September) will be on display in the
church hall entitled ‘The Eucharistic Miracles of The
World'. Saturdays and Sundays 18th, 19th and 25th
October from 11am - 6pm. Sunday 26th October
11am - 12.30pm. Volunteers are sought to help at
these times. Further information from Kornelia on
077380 13097. All are welcome to this unique occasion.

Holy Cross Resource Centre - The Resource Centre
will be closed from Monday 8th September to Friday
12th September inclusive for minor building works.
There will be no access.

AN
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Stop assisted suicide - action needed!

The Leadbeater assisted suicide Bill is expected to have
its Second Reading in the House of Lords on Friday
12th September. Right To Life UK has launched an
EasyAction tool to help you write to a few Peers with a
tailored message to highlight key concerns with the Bill.
Please take action now and visit
www.righttolife.org.uk/aspeers to ask Peers to oppose
assisted suicide - it takes just 30 seconds!

The Parish of St Swithun Wells require a Part-Time
Communications & Events Coordinator

The position will be based in Eastleigh and involves
maintaining the parish website, promoting parish
events using social media platforms, organise and plan
parish events in accordance with Diocesan policies,
including Health & Safety, GDPR & Safeguarding, and
comply with copyright law.

The role promises a varied and interesting workload.
The job is part-time (15 hours per week) on an initial
fixed term contract of 18 months.

Salary offered for the role is £9,377.12 per annum
based on 15 hours per week.

For more details and how to apply, please see the
parish website www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk or
contact the Parish Office on 02380 273882 or
accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

CAFOD Meeting - You are invited to a meeting on
Saturday 20t September from 10:30am - 1.30pm at
St Bedes Church Hall, Basingstoke to hear about the
difference your donations are making to communities
around the world and CAFOD's work with partners. A
simple lunch will be provided so please book your place
by emailing jlewry@cafod.org.uk

At a Glance - List of Upcoming Parish Events

14th Sept:  CL Pilgrimage
19th Sept:  Good Companions
20th Sept:  OLQA Wilfred Walk

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Tuesday: St Edward - after Mass (6.30pm-7.30pm)

Wednesday: Holy Cross - after Mass (10am-11am)
Thursday: OLQA - after Mass (12.30pm-1pm)
Thursday: St Joseph - before Mass (5pm-6pm)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

(CONFESSION)
Tuesday: 9.30am-10.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
Tuesday: 6.30pm-7.30pm (after Mass) St Edward
Saturday: 10.00am-10.30am (after Mass)  Holy Cross
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass) OLQA
5.30pm-6.00pm (before Mass) St Joseph
Sunday: 8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Edward
8.30am-9.00am (before Mass) St Andrew
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MASS TIMES FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITIES

DATE TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION
Sat 6th Sept | 9.30am | Holy Cross Jerry McDonnell RIP FM
5.00pm | St Swithun Wells Skipton Leonard & Mary Marjorie Haslam RIP
6.00pm JOLQA Dudley Roberts RIP FM
6.00pm | St Joseph John & Marion Peacock (60th Wedding Anniversary)
6.30pm | St Edward
Sunday 7th | 8.30am [ Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
Sept 9.00am | St Edward Zdzislaw Krupa RIP 10th Anniversary
Twenty 9.00am ]St Andrew Stanislaw & Wladyslawa Olearnik RIP
Third 9.30am |OLQA
Sunday In 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed)
Qrdinary 11.00am | St Joseph People of The Parish
Time 5.30pm | Holy Cross
Mon 8th 9.30am ] Holy Cross Rev Murphy O’Connor FM
Sept The
Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary
Tues 9th 10.00am | St Andrew
Sept 6.00pm | St Edward
Wed 10th 9.30am | Holy Cross
Sept 10.00am | St Edward Danny Munro RIP
Thurs 11th 9.30am | Holy Cross Special Intention To Our Lady, St Joseph and St Padre Pio
Sept 12 Noon | OLQA
1.00pm | St Edward Funeral Mass for Cecilia Flack
6.00pm ]St Joseph Martin Reilly RIP
Fri 12th 10.00am | St Joseph Robert Harry Harrold RIP (100th Birthday Anniversary)
Sept 10.00am | St Edward For the Intention of The Layzell Family
12 Noon | OLQA
Sat 13th 9.30am ] Holy Cross
Sept 5.00pm | St Swithun Wells People of The Parish
St John 6.00pm JOLQA Marjorie Harris RIP FM
Chrysostom | 6.00pm | St Joseph People of The Parish
6.30pm | St Edward Maria Szczetnikowicz RIP Anniversary
Sunday 14th |8.30am [Holy Cross Polska Msza Swigta
Sept The 9.00am | St Edward Mrs Edward Christian FM
Exaltation of ] 9.00am | St Andrew Kathleen & Albert Harrison RIP Anniversary
The Holy 9.30am |OLQA
Cross 11.00am | Holy Cross (& livestreamed) | Michael John Newth RIP
11.00am | St Joseph Martin Reilly RIP
Tom & Thérése Everatt (Special Intention)

CLERGY & PARISH OFFICE

Fr Raffaele Cossa (Parish Priest) Deacon Paul Wilson

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: rcossa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Luca Speziale (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: Ispeziale@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Mario Toma (Assistant Priest)

Tel: 023 8061 6618; E: pwilson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Emmanuel Chituh
Tel: 07915 379686; E: echituh@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Office

Holy Cross Church, 53 Leigh Road, Eastleigh,
SO50 9DF Tel: 02380 273882

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9.30am -5.30pm; Wed
9.30am - 2.30pm

Finance Administrator: Christina Geleji

Email: accounts@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Parish Secretary: Mary Dingle

Email: office@stswithunwellsparish.org.uk

Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mtoma@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Matteo Pagani (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: mpagani@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Fr Pietro Paiusco (Assistant Priest)
Tel: 023 8061 2430; E: ppaiusco@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Bob Birtles
Tel: 023 8069 2416; E: bbirtles@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon John di Meo
Tel: 01794 515688; E: [dimeo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Deacon Paul Owen
Tel: 023 8025 4806; E: powen@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Website Contact: website.sswp@gmail.com

Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding posters in each of our
churches for details of the Parish Safeguarding Reps. Diocesan
Safeguarding: Ruth Attfield rattfield@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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